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FROM THE

YEARLY MEETING’S EPISTLE, 1883.

The revision of our Book of Discipline, which embodies declara-
tions and regulations issued under the sanction of this Meeting at
vartous times during a period of upwards of two centuries, as
regards the Doctrine, Practice, and Church Government of our
religious Soctety, has claimed our close attention. We have, with
gratitude, to acknowledge the help mercifully afforded throughout
these deliberations, which have tended yet more closely to unite us
in the prectous bond of the Saviour's love and peace. We have
been afresh impressed with the value and tmportance of our
Christtan profession, and of owur general system of Church
Government under the Headship of Christ; and we take this-
opportunity of commending them to the loyal attachment of our

various members.
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xiv PREFACE.

The inquirer after truth may here see that the maintenance
of Christian discipline is altogether compatible with the just
claims of Christian liberty; and that, without the interven-
tion of a human priesthood, and without any provision either
for the appointment or for the payment of a stated ministry,
the regular performance of public worship and the free
exercise of spiritual gifts may be secured in a manner which
long experience has proved to be in harmony with the
apostolic injunction, ‘“Let all things be done decently and
in order.”

To the members of our own Society we commend the
ensuing pages, in the earnest desire that the blessing of
the Lord may rest upon their publication. May it ever
be borne in mind that rules, however wisely devised or
carefully digested, if acted on with a mere rigid adherence
to the letter, will tend only to formalism. It is a marked
feature of this volume, that, whilst exhibiting the form of
our discipline, it bears abundant testimony to the spirit in
which it should be conducted—to that wisdom, patience,
forbearance, and love, which ought ever to prevail in the
hearts of those engaged in its administration.

1883.



NOTICE TO THE READER.

In this compilation are included documents of various
dates. The figures appended to the extracts indicate the
respective years in which they were issued. Where two
or more dates are appended to one paragraph, it is intended
to show either that some change has been made in the
original at the time of the second or other later date, or
that two or more paragraphs, issued at different times,
have been combined. The letters P.E. added to the date
denote that the paragraph was taken from a printed epistle
of the Yearly Meeting; whilst all paragraphs to which
these letters are not affixed were taken either from special
addresses, or from minutes issued by that Meeting.






PART 1.

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE.



Two centuries have passed away since this Yearly Meeting first
assembled in London as a representative meeting of our religious
Society. Year by year, in the goodness of our Heavenly Father,
it has been held from that period in unbroken succession. The
names of Fox, Penn, Barclay, Dewsbury, and Whitchead, of
Thomas Story, the Fothergills, and Woolman—to mention no others
—appear in its proceedings ; besides those of many, beloved and
honoured, at a later day, with whom it has been our privilege to
worship and to labour. * The memory of the just is blessed,” but
their most precious memorial i3 their united testimony to Jesus.
He 13, from age to age, the rest and the sanctuary of the people of
God. Beloved Friends, the Christian’s is a high and heavenly
calling, and great are his responsibilities. The Gospel, with its
hallowed restraints, privileges and consolations, is applicable alike
to every class and position. May all ‘“‘watch unto prayer,” and
seek with holy consistency, in their varied duties and circumstances,
to walk worthy of such a vocation. Let it be our joy to know our
interest and our abiding to be in Christ. 1879. P. E.

“ All of you” (in the words of George Fox’s last epistle, written
three days before his death) “live and walk in Christ Jesus; so
that nothing may be between you and God but Christ, in whom
ye have salvation, life, rest and peace with God.”



PART L.

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

. FROM AN EPISTLE ADDRESSED BY GEORGE FOX AND OTHERS
TO THE GOVERNOR OF BARBADOES, 1671,

(From the First Edition of George Fox’s Journal, published in 1694,
~ pp. 358-60.)

WE do own and believe in God, the only wise, omnipotent,
and everlasting God, who is the Creator of all things both
in heaven and in the earth, and the Preserver of all that
He hath made; who is God over all, blessed for ever; to
whom be all honour and glory, dominion, praise and thanks--
giving, both now and for evermore! And we do.own and
believe in Jesus Christ his beloved and only begotten Son,
in whom He is well pleased; who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary; in whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins;
who is the express image of the invisible God, the first-born
of every creature, by whom were all things created that
are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers ; all things were created by Him. And we do- own
and believe that He was made a sacrifice for sin, who knew
no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth ; and that He
was crucified for us in the flesh, without the gates of
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Jerusalem ; and that He was buried, and rose again the
third day by the power of his Father, for our justification :
and we do believe that He ascended up into heaven, and
now sitteth at the right hand of God. This Jesus, who was
the foundation of the holy prophets and apostles, is our
foundation ; and we do believe that there is no other foun-
dation to be laid but that which is laid, even Christ Jesus;
who, we. believe, tasted death for every man, and shed his
blood for all men, and is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world :
according as John the Baptist testified of Him, when he said,
“Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of
the world” (John i. 29). We believe that He alone is our
Redeemer and Saviour, even the Captain of our salvation
(who saves us from sin, as well as from hell and the wrath
to come, and destroys the devil and his works) ; who is the
Seed of the woman that bruises the serpent’s head, to wit,
Christ Jesus, the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last.
That He is (as the Scriptures of truth say of Him) our
wisdom and righteousness, justification and redemption ;
neither is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we may be
saved. It is He alone who is the Shepherd and Bishop of
our souls: He it is who is our Prophet, whom Moses long
since testified of, saying, “ A Prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me ; Him
shall ye hear in all things whatsoever He shall say unto you :
and it shall come to pass, that every soul that will not hear
that Prophet shall be destroyed from among the people ”
(Acts iii. 22, 23). Heit is that is now come, “ and hath given
us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true.”
And He rules in our hearts by his law of love and of life,
and makes us free from the law of sin and death. And we
have no life but by Him ; for He is the quickening Spirit,
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, by whose blood w
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are cleansed, and our consciences sprinkled from dead works
to serve the living God. And He is our Mediator, that
makes peace and reconciliation between God offended and
us offending ; He being the Oath of God, the new Covenant
of light, life, grace, and peace, the Author and Finisher of
our faith. Now this Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man,
the Emmanuel, God with us, we all own and believe in ; Him
whom the high-priest raged against, and said He had spoken
blasphemy ; whom the priests and the elders of the Jews
took counsel together against, and put to death; the same
whom Judas betrayed for thirty pieces of silver, which the
priests gave him as a reward for his treason, who also gave
large money to the soldiers to broach an horrible lie—namely,
that his disciples came and stole Him away by night whilst
they slept. And after He was risen from the dead, the
history of the Acts of the Apostles sets forth how the chief
priests and elders persecuted the disciples of this Jesus for
preaching Christ and his resurrection. This, we say, is that
Lord Jesus Christ, whom we own to be our life and salvation.

And as concerning the Holy Scriptures, we do believe
that they were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God,
through the holy men of God, who (as the Scripture itself
declares, 2 Peter i. 21) “spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” We believe they are to be read, believed,
and fulfilled (he that fulfils them is Christ); and they are
¢ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and for
instruction in, righteousness, that the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim.
iii. 16, 17); and are able to make wise “unto salvation,
through faith in Christ Jesus.” We call the Holy Scriptures
—as Christ and the apostles called them, and holy men of
~ God called them—the words of God.

We do declare, that we do esteem it a duty incumbent on
us to pray with and for, to teach, instruct and admonish,
those in and belonging to our families; this being a
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command of the Lord, the disobedience whereunto will provoke
the Lord’s displeasure. Now Negroes and Indians make
up a very great part of the families in this island, for
whom an account will be required by Him who comes to
judge both quick and dead, at the great day of judgment,
when every one shall be rewarded according to the deeds
done in the body, whether they be good or whether they
be evil,—at that day, I say, of the resurrection both of the
good and of the bad, of the just and the unjust, “ when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the -Lord, and from the glory of his power;
when He shall come to be glorified in his saints, and
admired in all them that believe in that day.” (2 Thess. i.
7—10. See also 2 Peter iii. 3, etc.)

FROM A DECLARATION OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE GIVEN FORTH
ON BEHALF OF THE SOCIETY, 1693.

We sincerely profess faith in God by his only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, as being our Light and Life, our only way to
the Father, and also our only Mediator and Advocate with
the Father.

That God created all things. He made the worlds by his
Son Jesus Christ, He being that powerful and living Word
of God, by whom all things were made. And that the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit are one, in divine
being inseparable ; one true, living, and eternal God, blessed
for ever.

That this Word, or Son of God, in the fulness of time,
became perfect man according to the flesh, descended and
came of the seed of Abraham and David; but was miracu-
lously conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of the Virgin
Mary; and declared powerfully to bhe the Son of God,
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according to the spirit of sanctification, by the resurrection
from the dead.

That in the Word (or Son of God) was life, and the same
life was the light of men ; and that He was that true light
which enlightens every man coming into the world ; and
therefore that men are to believe in the light, that they may
become the children of the light.

That as man, Christ died for our sins, rose again, and was
received up into glory in the heavens. He having been,
in his dying for all, that one great universal offering and
sacrifice for peace, atonement, and reconciliation between
God and man ; and He is the propitiation not for our sins
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

That Jesus Christ, who sitteth at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens, is yet our King, High
Priest, and Prophet in his Church, a Minister of the sanctuary,
and of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and not
man. He is the Intercessor and Advocate with the Father
in heaven, there appearing in the presence of God for us,
being touched with the feeling of our infirmities, sufferings,
and sorrows. And also by his Spirit in our hearts, He
maketh intercession according to the will of God, crying,
Abba, Father. A .

That the Gospel of the grace of God should be preached
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, being one in power, wisdom, and goodness; and
indivisible (or not to be divided) in the great work of man’s
salvation.

We sincerely confess and believe in Jesus Christ, both as
He is true God and perfect man, and that He is the author
of our living faith in the power and goodness of God, as
manifested in his Son Jesus Christ, and by his own blessed
Spirit (or divine unction) revealed in us, whereby we inwardly
feel and taste of his goodness, life, and virtue; so as our
souls live and prosper by and in Him : and the inward sense









10 CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. |PART I

glory ; and before Him shall be gathered all nations,” etc.
(Matt. xxv. 31, 32 to the end ; compared with Luke ix. 26
and 1 Cor. xv. 52; 1 Thess. iv. 16, and 2 Thess. i. 7, 8 to
the end ; Rev. xx. 12—15.)

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1736.

In order that, as we have received Christ, so we may walk
in Him in all holiness and godliness of conversation, we
earnestly exhort that ye hold fast the profession of the faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ without wavering ; both in respect
to his outward coming in the flesh, his sufferings, death,
resurrection, ascension, mediation and intercession at the
right hand of the Father; and to the inward manifestation
of his grace and Holy Spirit in our hearts, powerfully
working in the soul of man to the subduing of every evil
affection and lust, and to the purifying of our consciences
from dead works to serve the living God; and that through
the virtue and efficacy of this most holy faith, ye may become
strong in the Lord and-in;the power of his might.

DECLARATORY MINUTE OF THE YEARLY MEETING, 1829.

We feel ourselves called upon, at this time, to avow our
belief in the inspiration and divine authority of the Old and
New Testament.

We further believe that the promise made after the trans-
gression of our first parents, in the consequence of whose fall
all the posterity of Adam are involved, that the seed of the
woman shall bruise the head of the serpent ; and the declara-
tion unto Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed,” had a direct’ reference to the coming in
the flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ. To Him also did the
prophet Isaiah bear:testimony when he declared, “ Unto us
a child is born,"unto us a son is given : and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
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Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his govern-
ment and peace there shall be no end.” And again, the
same prophet spoke of Him when he said, ¢ Surely He hath
borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted ; but He was
wounded f(_)r' our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him;
and with his stripes we are healed.” The same blessed
Redeemer is emphatieally denominated by the prophet
Jeremiah “ THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

At that period, and in that miraculous manner, which God
in his perfect wisdom saw fit, the promised Messiah appeared
personally upon earth, when “He took not on Him the
nature of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.”
He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.” Having finished the work which was given Him to
do, He gave Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to
God. He tasted death for every man. ‘“He is the pro-
pitiation for our sins : and not for ours only, but also for the.
sins of the whole world.” ¢ We have redemption through
his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” He passed into the
heavens; and being the brightness’of the glory of God,
“and the express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when He had by Himself
purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high;” and “ ever liveth to make intercession for us.”

It is by the Lord Jesus Christ that the world will be
judged in righteousness. He is ‘“the mediator of the new
covenant ; "—* the image of the invisible God, the first-born
of every creature: for by Him were all things created that
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers : all things were created by Him, and for Him : and
He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” “In






PART 1] CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. 13

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1836.

Often as our religious Society has declared its belief in
the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures, and upheld
the sacred volume as the only divinely authorized record
of the doctrines of true religion, we believe it right at
this time to revive some important declarations of Scripture
itself on the subject. It is expressly declared by the apostle
Peter, that “the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man : but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” The apostle John declares respecting
the gospel which he wrote, ‘“These are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing ye might have life through his name.”
Very pertinent and comprehensive is the language which
the apostle Paul addressed to Timothy: “From a child
thou hast known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” Again,
the apostle says, ¢ Whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” Finally,
our blessed Lord, in reference to those divine writings of
which the grand object, in accordance with his own decla-
ration, was to testify of Himself, emphatically declares * the
Scripture cannot be broken.”

Although most of these passages relate to the Old Tes-
tament, our Society has always freely acknowledged that
the principles developed in them are equally applicable to
the writings of the Evangelists and Apostles. In conformity
with these principles it has ever been, and still is, the belief
of the Society of Friends, that the Holy Scriptures of the
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Old and New Testament were given by inspiration of God :
that there can be no appeal from them to any other authority
whatsoever : that they are able to make us wise unto salva-
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus; being the
appointed means of making known to us the blessed truths
of Christianity: that they are the only divinely authorized
record of the doctrines which we are bound as Christians
to believe, and of the moral principles which are to regulate
our actions: that no doctrine which is not contained in
them can be required of any one to be believed as an
article of faith: that whatsoever any man says or does
which is contrary to the Scriptures, though under profession
of the immediate guidance of the Spirit, must be reckoned
and accounted a mere delusion.

We trust, however, that none of our members will content
themselves with merely entertaining a sound view on this
subject ; but that they will remember that the Holy Scrip- -
tures are given to us that they may be diligently used, and
that we may obtain a right understanding of them in the
fear of the Lord. Let us never forget that their main
purpose is, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to bring
us to our Lord Jesus Christ; that by a living operative
faith in Him, we may obtain reconciliation with the Father,
and be made partakers of everlasting life.

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLE, 1852.

Wherefore, beloved brethren, let it be the frequent engage-
ment of our souls, in deep reverence and humility, to “.con-
sider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ
Jesus.” The promised Messiah, He to whom all preceding
dispensations had pointed, and in whom they were ended and
fulfilled, He who was with God, and was God, the Word who
hath declared to man Him that is invisible, even He was
made flesh, and dwelt amongst men. Though He was rich,
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yet for our sakes He became poor : veiling, in the form of a
servant, the brightness of his glory, that, through Him, the
kindness and love of God toward man might appear, in a
manner every way suited to our wants and finite capacities.
His righteous precepts were illustrated and confirmed by his
own holy example. He went about doing good ; for us He
endured sorrow, hunger, thirst, weariness, pain; unutterable
anguish of body and of soul even unto death ; and was “in
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Thus
humbling Himself that we might be exalted, He emphatically
recognized the duties and the sufferings of humanity as
among the means whereby, through the obedience of faith,
we are to be disciplined for heaven ; sanctifying them to us,
by Himself performing and enduring them ; and, as “the
Forerunner,” at once plainly marking out and consecrating
for his followers the path in which they must tread. But not
only in these blessed relations must the Lord Jesus be ever
precious to his people. Exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour,
in Him has been revealed a Redeemer at once able to suffer
and almighty to save; an High Priest, “ touched with the
feeling of our infirmities,” who, having made reconciliation
for our sins by the offering up of Himself once for all, “is
gone into heaven,” now to appear, our Mediator and Advo-
cate, in the presence of God.

FROM THE JOURNAL OF GEORGE FOX, UNDER DATE 1645.
' (First Edition, p. 4.)

Priest Stevens asked me a question—viz.,, why Christ
cried out upon the cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me ?” and why He said, “ If it be possible, let
this cup pass from me; yet not my will, but thine be
done”? And I told him: “At that time the sins of all
mankind were upon Him, and their iniquities and trans-
gressions, with which He was wounded ; which He was to
bear, and to be an offering for them, as He was man, but
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died not as He was God. And so in that He died for all
men, and tasted death for every man, He was an offering
for the sins of the whole world.” This I spake, being at
that time in a measure sensible of Christ’s sufferings and
what He went through.

FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLES, 1868, 1881.

“The Lord our God is holy”; “his mercy endureth for
ever.” These great truths were proclaimed under the old
covenant. But it is in the glorious Gospel that their
harmony is clearly unfolded, and the way revealed whereby
fallen man may be made a partaker, through faith, of the
righteousness of God.

The Gospel is a message of glad tidings to man as he is, in
order that he may become what he is not. It deals, not with
speculation, but with fact. ¢ All have sinned and come short
of the glory of God.” Sin is indeed a fearful reality. It
is in its essence a revolt against God. The Gospel is the
recognition of the disease, and God’s offer to all of the one
remedy. ¢ The wrath of God,” of which we are so often
impressively reminded in the New, as well as in the Old
Testament, is, in the light of the Gospel, the active manifes-
tation of his holiness, altogether free from any approach to
earthly passion or vindictiveness. The Father’s heart still
yearns over the lost child. “God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.”

The offering up of Christ as the ‘ propitiation for the sins
of the whole world ” is the appointed manifestation both of
the righteousness and of the love of God. In this propitiation,
the pardon of sin involves no relaxation of the law of holiness.
He, the unchangeably Just, proclaims Himself ¢ the justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus.” From age to age the
sufferings and death of Christ have been a hidden mystery,
and a rock of offence to the unbelief and pride of man’s
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unto others. We believe it to be the duty of the ministers
of the Gospel to be diligent, in the fear of God, in reading
the Holy Scriptures; neither do we undervalue human
learning. But to subject any to a course of teaching, as a
necessary preparation for the ministry, is, in our apprehension,
to interfere with that work of the Holy Spirit which our
Lord carries forward in the hearts of those whom He calls
to preach his Gospel unto others, or to minister to the
conditions of the people.

. FROM THE GENERAL EPISTLES, 1835, 1880.

We confess our continued conviction that all the cere-
monies of the Jewish law were fulfilled and ended by the
death of Christ, and that no shadows in the worship of
God were instituted by our Lord, or have any place in the
Christian dispensation.

The worship which He appointed is a worship for which
He provided no ritual. It may be without words, as well
as with them; but, whether in silence or in utterance, it
“must be in spirit and in truth.” He is Himself the
propitiation and the High Priest, the ¢ one Mediator between
God.and men.” Through Him all believers have the same
privilege of free ‘ access by one Spirit unto the Father.”
No man, or order of men, can worship for the rest. No
priests distinct from the congregation were appointed by
Christ ; the whole company of believers, redeemed by his
blood, being themselves called, under the anointing of the
Spirit, to be “an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” The word
priest is never applied in the New Testament to the Christian
minister as such.

We accept every command of our Lord Jesus Christ,
in what' we believe to be its true evangelical import,
as absolutely conclusive. For obedience to his commands,
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their forgiveness, and their joy. He is their peace, who
hath reconciled them unto God, and in whom they are
one. Let his people never forget his words: “ Without
me, ye can do nothing.” It is only as individuals and as
churches are united to Him, that they become truly incor-
porated, as members of his body, into the living and enduring
succession of the people of God. Union with Him is life;
separation from Him is death. In order to such a union we
must accept Him as He has been pleased to reveal Himself.
‘We must be subject to Him in‘all things ; our understandings
must be submitted to his truth, and our wills to the yoke
of his love. His union with his people upon earth must, of
necessity, be a spiritual union, and it is our privilege to
believe that this union is to be enjoyed through the immediate
presence of his own Spirit. From age to age this Holy
Spirit of God attests his living power, still gathering in the
sheep and the lambs to the fold of the one Shepherd. “It
is the Spirit that quickeneth.” He alone can subdue the
human heart, and work either repentance, or faith, or the
fruits of holiness.

Beloved Friends, ye who in the riches of the Father’s love
have been partakers of the heavenly calling, may you receive
with faith and thanksgiving, yet with a solemn sense of
your responsibility, the words of the apostle, “ Ye have an
unction from the Holy One.” Let the anointing which ye
have received of Him abide in you, we entreat you ; cleansing,
guiding, sanctifying; causing you to grow up into Him in
all things who is the Head. The cross-bearing follower of
Jesus, who sits in penitential love and holy hope at his feet,
knows most of this precious anointing. In such “the fruit
of the Spirit” is brought forth; not only conviction for
sin, repentance and faith, but love, joy, peace, the sense of
pardoning mercy, an humble reliance on sanctifying grace,
the disposition of heart which finds its continual satisfaction
in loving, serving, and pleasing God; and, to crown all, the
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blessed hope of finally resting and worshipping with the
general assembly and church of the firstborn who are written
in heaven. Oh! then, that neither the hurry of active life,
nor the pressure of even necessary duty, may withdraw any
from that retired, watchful frame, in which the soul, thirsting
for the living God, still breathes the fervent petition, ¢ Thy
will be done.”
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PART II

CHRISTIAN PRACTICE.

CHAPTER L

MEETINGS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP.

1. Our religious Meetings are designed to be oppor-
tunities for spiritual profit and refreshment; and  Gegeral
they will become such as they are entered upon in testimony.
a spirit of earnest devotion and prayer. We recognize the
value of silence not as an end, but as a means towards
the attainment of the end ; a silence not of listlessness or of
vacant musing, but of holy expectation before the Lord. He
that cometh unto God must believe that He is what He has
declared himself to be, and that access to him can only
be in the way of his own appointment. The veil has been
rent for us; the door of access has been opened once for all.
We are invited freely to “ enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus.” “Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith.” The Lord waiteth that He may be
gracious. How mighty are his silent operations, whether in
nature or in grace! We are daily witnesses of his infinite
power, as he noiselessly works maintaining the stars in their
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reason whereof you will not be able to stand in the hour of
temptation. 1689. P. E.

4. Though Meetings are sometimes held in silence, we
tenderly beseech all Friends not to neglect their = Meeting
attendance ; for the hungry soul will labour for n'e’gfezze‘,’f
bread, and the thirsty for the water of life; and m::‘t‘i’zg:
the diligent hand will make rich in that treasure silent.

which is of an enduring substance. 1724. P. E.

5. In your religious Meetings for the worship of God, both
on the first and other days of the week, be diligent Diligent
to wait on Him, whereby you may renew your waiting.
strength, and witness Him your sufficient help; for surely
many of us have cause thankfully to remember his early
visitations in the assemblies of his people, where He broke in
upon our hearts with his power and love, and did, in the
needful time, administer help, comfort and counsel ; whereby,.
in the renewings thereof, we have been upheld in a faithful
testimony and in the discharge of our duty to Him. 1725.
P E.

6. Although the labours of such as are called forth by the-
Spirit of Christ, and instructed thereby rightly Each to-
to divide the word of truth, are highly serviceable wh‘iﬁ’}eﬁﬂ
in the Church ; yet the aim and design of every Christ.
true gospel minister is to direct the minds of all to the
divine teachings of the Holy Spirit, and to wait upon and
have their whole trust and expectation on the Lord alone,
And as the religious strength and communion, both of
' preachers and hearers, consist in their united dependence on
the power and spirit of Christ, their Guide and Leader; so
where any part of that dependence is broken off from Him,
the holy Head, and placed on any instrument or member of
the body, it hath been sometimes experienced to become a
weight or burden on such instrument, and a real impediment

3



34 CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. [cHAP. 1.

to its present service. Wherefore, brethren, we beseech you
that in all your assemblies for the worship of God your eye
be single unto Him, your expectation fixed on Him alone,
and your faith standing in his power and Spirit; thus
may you grow and be established therein, and be made one
another’s strength in the Lord. 1753. P. E.

And let the hearers be watchful over their own spirits, and
Aguinst hasty not forwardly judge or censure the testimonies
judgment of Which may be delivered amongst them; for if
minsty.  they be not very careful and diligent in attending
upon the Lord in Meetings, they are liable to mistake in
the judgment they may pass on the ministry. Now, this
being a matter of great moment, for the preservation of love
and concord in the churches, and knowing the danger and
ill consequences which attend a hasty and censorious judging
of the ministry, we think it necessary to caution Friends not
to let their own spirits sway them, but to let the Spirit of
God rule and reign in their hearts ; for this will preserve all
in sweetness and tenderness one towards another. 1731.

7. We tenderly exhort such as, through fear of neglecting
Things of their temporal concerns, or other considerations,
God to have are kept from a due attendance of Meetings for
the first place. . . . .

Worship, seriously to consider that gracious
promise left upon record: “ Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.” Some of us have to testify that our out-
ward affairs have not suffered by giving up the few hours
set apart for religious worship; but on the contrary, our
minds have been thereby greatly strengthened to come up
with propriety in the duties we owe to God,"to our families,
and to all mankind. Let us call to remembrance the zeal of
our honourable predecessors, who, when they had great reason
to expect they should be driven into noisome and pestilential
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prisons, sent into banishment, or subjected to other grievous
sufferings for meeting together to worship God according
to their consciences, yet in the strength of that holy faith
and love which supported them in suffering, failed not con-
stantly to keep up their Meetings at the hazard of all, and
expense of many of their lives, liberties, and properties.
1758. P. E. ‘

8. They who are obedient to the universal injunction of
our Saviour, “ Watch,” are prepared for the due Ppreparation
fulfilling of every duty; and eminently so, for  °fheart.
that most essential one of worship. How many feel them-
selves languid, when assembled for this solemn purpose, for
want of a previous preparation of heart! The mind, crowded
with thoughts on outward things in approaching the place
for public worship, and resuming them with avidity on its
return, is not likely to fill up the interval to profit; and
to such, their meeting together may prove a form as empty
as any of those out of which, we believe, Truth called our
forefathers, and still calls us. 1800. P.E.

9. “Where two or three,” saith our Lord, ‘are gathered
together in my name, there am I'in the midst of oy giigent
them.” In these words He invites us to meet not attendance.
only one with another, but, in so doing, with Himself also.
Shall the King of kings and Lord of lords condescend to
offer his Divine presence for our good, and shall we, his
dependent creatures, set so light by his inestimable kindness
as, either wilfully or negligently, to let slip those precious
seasons wherein we might receive his blessed assistance, so
necessary to our help and salvation ? Shall the poor, perish-
ing gratifications of sense and self-love, or any inconveniences
of a trivial nature, be suffered to prevent our dutiful attend-
ance upon Him, in whom alone stands our everlasting interest ?
Shall a cloudy sky, a little wet, a little cold, a little ease to .
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the flesh, a view to a little earthly gain, or any common
incident, furnish an excuse for declining this duty, and thereby
depriving ourselves of the blessed advantage, often vouchsafed
to the faithful, of enjoying heavenly communion together in
spirit with the Lord of life and glory ? 1765. P. E.

10. A punctual attendance at the hour appointed for
Punctuality Public worship is a matter of no small import-
enjoined.  ance. If we hurry away from our outward
occupations to the Meeting-house, thinking that, by the
delay of a few minutes, we shall not be long behind our
brethren, we are in great danger of having our thoughts
employed on that in which we have been engaged, and of
interrupting that holy silence which, it is believed, would
often prevail, if all the members of a Meeting were assembled
not- only in one place, but at one time, with one and the
same great object in view. 1821.

11. This Meeting, regarding the attendance of all our
Attendance religious Meetings as important in the training
of the young. yp of our youth in a life and conversation
consistent with our Christian profession, thinks it right
affectionately to express its concern, that Friends, or
placing out their children in situations, may endeavour to
make arrangements with their employers for their enjoyment
of this privilege. 1837.

12, Whilst we desire to cherish and to inculcate true
Friends en- Christian charity towards those from whom we
f’ogm:l:‘:ir differ, we would affectionately encourage all our
own Meetings.;nembers, in the performance of the duty and
privilege of public worship, to confine themselves to the
attendance of our own Meetings, whenever this is prac-
ticable. It is highly important that all our members should

cherish a lively interest in the congregations of which they
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form part ; an interest which has in many cases been weak-
ened by the practice of attending, sometimes at one place of
worship, and sometimes at another. 1840. P. E. 1883.

13. This Meeting has had some weighty considerations
brought before it in relation to the attitude of . right
soul in which we should endeavour to present attitude of
ourselves before the Lord in our Meetings for M::ilnlg,:
Worship. It is our earnest desire that, while not oF Wership-
unmindful of our own great needs, we should nevertheless
allow our hearts to be drawn into sympathy with the wants
of the assembled congregation ; especially recognizing it as
a duty on these occasions to be exercised before the Lord on
behalf of our brethren and sisters, that their needs may be
supplied,—that the Holy Spirit may work in their hearts,—
that the word in season may be spoken,—and that if that
word be given to ourselves, we may be strengthened to
utter it, without waiting for large openings in ministry, but
standing ready to hand out the portion given us to distribute
by the Great Master of our assemblies. 1883.

14. Pure worship undgr the Gospel stands neither in forms
nor in the formal disuse of forms: it may be with- Pure worship
out words as well as with them, but it must be “in  under the
spirit and in truth.” It is not the mere outward Gospel,
gathering together, but the inward gathering of our hearts
unto the Lord, that makes a true Meeting for Worship.
This worship depends not upon numbers. Where two or
three are gathered in the name of Christ, there is a church,
and Christ the living Head in the midst of them. In his
name, therefore, to use the language of George Fox, may
you seek to keep all your Meetings; “that you may feel
Him in the midst of you exercising his offices. As He is
a Prophet whom God has raised up to open his mysteries
to you, and as He is a Shepherd who has laid down his
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Father but by me,” may it be your concern, in all your
assemblies, to gather in the name of Jesus. That which is
to be sought after is not silence merely, but worship,—even
the worship of the Father “in spirit and in truth.” But let
not any-think that, because their Meetings have been usually-
held in silence, therefore they are to go on from Meeting to
Meeting, never expecting anything else. The true worshipper
is he who is resigned to every intimation of the Divine will ;
not prejudging the counsels of his Lord, nor allowing any
habits or fears of his own to bring him under a bondage
wherein the word of the Lord can neither have Danger of
free course nor be glorified. A self-imposed self-imposed
silence in man’s will may be scarcely less formal silence.
or hurtful than words wanting fitness or power. 1860. P. E.

17. Guard against an expenditure of time and strength
upon the things of earth, which leaves little to Midoweek
be devoted to the interests of the soul. Do your and small
utmost to make your Mid-week Meetings prior  Mectire®
engagements, to which, except under very special circum-
stances, all others must be subject. Let parents consider
how prejudicial an influence .it must have upon the char-
acters of their children, to train them up in the habitual
neglect of these Meetings. In connection with this subject,
we have been brought into close sympathy with members
of very small Meetings, who find in them little outward
encouragement. Remember, dear Friends, that the true
worshippers meet not as separate units, but as one body.
Gathered in the name of Jesus, through Him they “have
access by one Spirit unto the Father,” as members of that
spiritual household which is one, whether on earth or in
heaven. 1873. P. E.

18. Many who are burdened with work and pressing
engagements, can speak with thankfulness of the rest and
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refreshment they have found in the diligent attendance of
Further en. U Mid-week Meetings. Coming together, often
zlmgztgent from very diverse occupations, to acknowledge
Mid-week their common dependence upon our Heavenly
Mostings:  Father, and to gather unto Him through our
Lord Jesus Christ, they have realised, according to his
promise, his healing and comforting presence. Far from
thinking that we must absent ourselves because, when the
hour for meeting comes round, our minds are full of family,
professional, or business cares, from which we seem powerless
to part, let us persevere in our attendance, and take all the
burden to our Heavenly Father. Help comes in the very
endeavour to forget our own needs, and to seek in prayer
the welfare of our fellow-worshippers, with whose difficulties
we are thus enabled more fully to sympathise. We cannot
afford to lose such opportunities for renewing our strength
for the battle of life, by waiting upon the Lord. As the
attendance of a Meeting for Worship in the middle of the
week becomes habitual, our practice will soon become gene-
rally known ; and it may be a most useful form of Christian
ministry, in this busy bustling time, to let those who do
business with us know that we, at least, feel it a necessity
of our Christian life, to turn aside for an hour in the middle
of the week, in order to unite with our brethren in waiting
upon the Lord. 1883.

19. In all your Meetings, whether on First-days or in the
. middle of the week, may yours, dear Friends, be a
:),:11;;?& living worship, in which, as the adopted children
worship-  of one Father, you may worship as members of
his one family, not in individual isolation, nor thinking of
yourselves alone. ‘ Conmsider one another, to provoke unto
love and to good works;” not forgetting the ignorant or the
careless, seeing that ye also “were as sheep going astray.”
In this worship the privileges of the priesthood of believers
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are to be enjoyed. The true priest must have somewhat to
offer. Each should covet earnestly the best gifts for the
edifying of the body; and thus, even in the smaller bands
of faithful worshippers, there would be no lack ; the flock
would be fed, and the Church built up in Christ. Whilst
thus engaged on behalf of our own congregations, it is no
less important that we should seek for ability to discharge
the great duty of the Christian Church, in carrying the glad
tidings of salvation to those around us. To the Church is
given the commission to hold forth to the world the word
of life; to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ; to
beseech men, in Christ’s stead, “ be ye reconciled to God.”
1877. P. E.



CHAPTER IIL

PRIVATE RETIREMENT AND PRAYER.

1. FREQUENT waiting in stillness on the Lord, for the
Waiting on  Tenewal of strength, keeps the mind at home in
the Lord.  jts proper place and duty, and out of all unprofit-
able association and converse, whether amongst those of our
own or of other professions. Much hurt may accrue to the
religious mind by long and frequent conversation on temporal
matters, especially by interesting ourselves too much in
them ; for there is a leaven therein, which, being suffered
to prevail, indisposes and benumtbs the soul, and prevents
its frequent ascendings in living aspirations towards the
Fountain of eternal life. 1770. P. E.

2. In a well-ordered family, short opportunities of religious
Famil retirement frequently occur, in which the mind
worship.  'may be turned in secret aspiration to the Author
of all our blessings; and which have often proved times of
more than transient benefit. It is our present concern that
no exception to this practice may be found amongst us;
whether it take place on the reading of a portion of the
Sacred Volume, or when we are assembled to partake of the
provisions with which we are supplied for the sustenance of
the body. May the experience of us all be such, that we
can adopt the words of the Psalmist, “Evening, and morning,
and at noon, will I pray.” 1817. P. E.
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seat, there to plead for pardon and plenteous redemption, in
the all-availing name of our crucified Redeemer. 1854.P.E,

5. The practice of frequent retirement, and of seeking
Frequent  counsel and blessing from the Lord in humble
retirement.  jependence upon his guidance, is one of unspeak-
able value. Not only does it tend to heavenly-mindedness,
but, as a necessary consequence, it strengthens the union of
the branch with the vine; and the daily and continued
circulation of life from the root gives greenness and fruit-
fulness. How precious in .a congregation is the influence
of the contrite, the humble, and the prayerful; of them
that hunger and thirst after righteousness; who, as servants
waiting for their Lord, breathe the atmosphere of joy and
peace in believing. 1865. P. E.

6. We mourn over those who are depriving themselves
Private ana Of much blessing, in not more freely yielding up
fumily prayer-their hearts to communion with their Father in
heaven. Little prayer implies little faith ; and with little
faith there can be but little love: for this cause, we cannot
but fear that many are in a state of spiritual sickness, and
that some even sleep. We would entreat these not to allow
their confessed weakness to discourage them from prayer;
it ought rather to be an inducement to this blessed duty.
“ Therefore,” saith the prophet, ¢ will the Lord wait that He
may be gracious unto you.” ¢ The Spirit helpeth our infirmi-
ties, for we know not what we should pray for as we ought.”
It is not the ahsence of his heart-tendering visitations, but
our own hesitancy or want of faith, that we have to deplore.
The broken and the contrite heart need not hold back. How
full is the promise, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in my name, He will give it you.”
May parents or heads of families be under no undue restraint
in the exercise of this privilege before their children or house-
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holds. The qualification for such services may differ in
degree from that which should be waited for on more public
occasions. The sense of need, of parental responsibility, of
the priceless value of the souls entrusted to our care, may
not only warrant, but require, such acts of dedication
on the part of those who are not called to a more public
ministry ; whilst our countless blessings claim the tribute of
praise from thankful hearts. 1873. P. E.

7. Prayer is the duty and the privilege of all, of every
age and of every class. Life presses on with its prayer and
inevitable engagements. He who is a stranger praise.
to prayer enters upon them in his own strength, and finds,
to his unspeakable loss, that a life without prayer is a life
practically without God. The command, “ Ask, and it shall
be given you,” is not fulfilled by merely one petition. The
Christian’s life is a continued asking ; and a thankful using
of that which isreceived. The thirst that prompts the petition
produces, as it is satisfied, still deeper longings, which prepare
for yet more bounteous supplies from the inexhaustible
Fountain. And ought a life of prayer to be other than a
life of praise ? As the Lord’s children humbly accept all
that they receive as from his pure bounty, each day brings
them fresh pledges of their Father’s love. Satisfied with the
goodness of his house, they will be still praising Him ; heart
answering to heart,—‘Bless the Lord, oh my soul; and
all that is within me, bless his holy name.” 1874. 1877.
P. E.

8. “Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving.”  Neither the church nor the cuntinvein
individual can ever outgrow this blessed duty. prayer.
Both by precept and example, the Lord Jesus Christ teaches
his people to pray. Prayer is the expression at once of
our dependence and of our need. It is the cry of the child
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lifting up his heart to his Father in heaven. Quickened
by the Spirit it becomes a sweet exercise of faith in Christ,
a continued remembrance of his sacrifice and mediation.
The sense of need is the true warrant for prayer. All are
invited to this great privilege. 1882. P.

9. Often as we have of late years dwelt upon the subject
of prayer, the breathing of soul that has found
gg; ge“ the€Xpression from many hearts in the course of
Spiritof * _ this Meeting, has been a cause of thankful rejoic-
grace and of . K . X
::;ﬁghca ing, in the belief that our Father in heaven is
waiting to bless, and to pour out upon usa yet
larger measure of ‘“the Spirit of grace and of supplications.”
Be not afraid, dear Friends, to open your hearts wide that
you may receive of this blessing. Let your ears be awakened
to hear the gentlest whispers of his love. As retirement and
waiting upon God in prayer and praise become habitual,
they will lead to a sense of their preciousness in the family
and social circle. Whilst every approach to formalism is to
be guarded against, may the assembling of our families and
households ever be times of reverential waiting and worship,
wherein living prayers and praises may ascend with acceptance
in the name of the Lord Jesus. 1883. P. E.



CHAPTER IIL

ON READING THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

1. LEr the Holy Scriptures be diligently searched, and
seriously read by Friends, with due regard to the The Serip-
. tures to be

Holy Spirit from whence they came, and by which  searched,

they are truly opened. 1720. P. E.

2. The Holy Seriptures are the means of conveying and
preserving to us an account of the things most p .. =
surely to be believed concerning the coming of teem for, and
our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh, and the ful- msti:;ucliﬁ;
filling of the prophecies relating thereto. Let SCmPtre:
all, especially elders in the church and masters of families,
both by example and advice, impress on the minds of
the younger a reverent esteem of those Sacred Writings,
and advise them to a frequent reading and meditating
therein. And, Friends, you may, at proper times and
seasons, give the youth to understand that the same good
experience of the work of sanctification, through the opera-
tions of the Spirit of God, to which the Holy Scriptures
plentifully bear testimony, is to be witnessed by believers
in all generations, as well as by those in the first ages of
Christianity; in doing which some account of your own
experience will be helpful to them. This we recommend
as the most effectual means of begetting and establishing
in their minds a firm belief of the Christian doctrine in
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is infinitely preferable to all other considerations. We
therefore exhort, in the most earnest manner, that all be
very careful in this respect; a neglect herein Monthly and
being, in our judgment, very blameworthy. And ‘%d“:gg
further, where any deficiency of this sort appears, ~fostir up
we recommend to Monthly and Quarterly Meet-  this duty.
ings, that they stir up those whom it may concern to their

duty therein. 1732. P. E.

5. The possession of the Holy Scriptures is a precious
privilege for which we must give account. May . Serip-
both the private and the family reading of them  tures to be
ever be conducted with reverence, and with minds devoti;::l
gathered under the heavenly teachings of the spirit.
Holy Spirit. Let not the period of silent waiting, on these
occasions, be so short as to exclude or interrupt inward
retirement and prayer. And we would encourage our dear
Friends so to dwell under spiritual exercise on account of
their beloved children and the other members of their
households, that the word of tender counsel or encourage-
ment, or the offering of prayer or thanksgiving, seasoned
with grace, may not be unduly withheld. 1862. P. E.

6. While we are anxious that all our members should
exercise a daily diligence in the perusal of the Prayer for
Sacred Volume, we would earnestly invite them ?;;nepm
to wait and pray for that Divine immediate sndexclusive .
teaching, which can alone effectually illuminate avoided.
its pages, and unfold their contents to the eye of the soul.
“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the
spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” As this
is our humble endeavour, the various features of Divine
truth will be gradually unfolded to the seeking mind. We
beseech you, dear Friends, carefully to avoid all partial and

4
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8. We advert with much interest to the increased attention
given by many of our members to the careful perusal of the
Sacred Writings. May this be ever associated |,

evout study
with a deepening sense that it is only “ through of Holy
faith which is in Christ Jesus” that they can Saripture.
“make wise unto salvation.” ¢ The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God.” The Comforter alone
can open the understanding to ‘“the truth as it is in Jesus,”
and to a right sense of its harmony and just proportions.
And there are experiences of the inner life which, though
in perfect unison with Scripture, may not be there literally
described. They can only be understood as they are unfolded
to the soul, waiting in simple dependence upon that Spirit
who ‘““searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.”
1861. P. E.

9. We would earnestly caution our members—though we
trust that such a caution is needed by very few— Experimental.
against any attempts to undermine the authority knowledge:
. of Holy Scripture. The more we are experiment~ mffu%’é?i,
ally acquainted with the mind of Christ, the more ¥ unPeliet
shall we be taught the inestimable value of those records:of’
which He is the central theme. Their inspiration will
become not a matter of opinion merely, but of experience,,
as the great Inspirer of all Scripture opens and applies the-
precious truths which are there revealed.

Such an experience as this is still the true antidote to that
speculative unbelief which pervades so much of the popular
reading of the present day. For the Truth there is nothing
to fear; it is safe in the keeping of God. But to the sincere
inquirer we would say, Dwell not with thy doubts, but with
thy convictions. Prove the Truth for thyself. Put it to the
test not so much by arguing as by acting upon it. Submit
thyself unto God, in the acceptance of his mercy, and in the
doing of his will. 1861. P. E. 1879. P. E.
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10. Placed as the Bible now is within the reach of all,
The Inspirer let it not be thrust aside in the multiplicity of
o Soripre our reading. Rather may we feel our responsi-
Interpreter. bility in the possession of such a treasure ; and
not only read it in our families, but individually set apart
a portion of each day for its prayerful perusal. Let us
search the Scriptures for ourselves. To the Christian the
0ld Testament comes with the solemn and repeated attes-
tation of his Lord. As it is read in the light of the New,
its meaning is unveiled, and the humble disciple is taught
to discern the unity and mutual adaptation of the whole,
and the many-sidedness and. harmony of its testimony to
Christ. The great Inspirer of Scripture is ever its true
Interpreter. He performs this office in condescending love,
not by superseding our understandings, but by renewing
and enlightening them. Where Christ presides, idle specula-
tion is hushed; his doctrine is learned in the doing of his
will, and all knowledge ripens into a deeper and richer
experience of his love. 1879. P. E.



CHAPTER 1IV.

ON GIFTS AND STEWARDSHIPS IN THE
CHURCH.

SecTION I.—The Ministry of the Gospel.
II.—On Faithfulness in our several Stewardships for the
Benefit of Others.
» IIL—Extracts from the Epistles of George Fox on the
Importance of Faithfulness.

”

SECTION I.—THE MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL.

1. ALL true ministry of the Gospel is from the appoint-
ment of the Lord Jesus Christ; and it is He who, All true
by his Spirit, prepares and qualifies for the work. &;Pi;i:g
The gift must be exercised in continued depend- by and de-
ence upon Him ; and blessed is that ministry in pendent
which man is humbled, and Christ and his grace
exalted. Gifts, precious asthey may be, must not be mistaken
for grace. They add to our responsibility, but they do not
raise the Minister above his brethren. All are not called to
be public preachers; yet it is not for any in his own will to
say that he may not be so called. Let none, therefore, give
themselves up to listlessness or unconcern, but let all be
faithful in their appointed places. The privileges of training
and education have led many to a knowledge of Holy Scrip-
ture, and to a cultivation of the understanding which may
become truly serviceable, if yielded up in simple dedication
to the Lord’s own teaching. But how much depends upon

upon
Christ,
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this dedication. May every talent, whether natural or ac-
quired, be offered upon the Lord's altar; may every erown
*be cast at the feet of Jesus ; and as He is pleased to call any
into his service, whether of our brethren or our sisters, may
every gift be exercised in singleness of heart as unto the

, Lord. If we would, as a Church, vindicate and exemplify the
testimony of Christianity against an exclusive and separate
priesthood, it must be in becoming ourselves conformed to
the mind of Christ, and in being subject to his government
through the power of his Spirit. Thus will each be taught
and qualified to take his part in the true Priesthood of
believers. 1871. 1876. P. E.

2. A living, rightly authorized ministry has ever been a
On true blessing to the Church. Our views on the nature
gom and source of Gospel ministry have undergone no

change. It is the prerogative of Christ Jesus our
Lord to choose and to put forth his own Ministers. A clear
apprehension of Scripture doctrine, or a heart enlarged in
love to others, are not of themselves sufficient for this work.
‘Whatever may be the talents or scriptural knowledge of any,
unless there be a distinct call to the ministry, our religious
Society cannot acknowledge it ; and except there be a sense
of the renewed putting forth and quickening influence of the
Holy Spirit, we believe it to be utterly unsafe to move in this
office. 'We thankfully believe that, from the early rise of
our Society, the Lord has been pleased to bestow this gift
upon servants and upon handmaidens without respect of
persons, and that it has been exercised in his fear and to the
honour of his name ; and we would humbly acknowledge that
He does not at this day withhold from us this living ministry.
We pray that He may be pleased to grant us its continuance
and increase, and to keep us from ever desiring any other.
That which is uttered under the qualification already set forth
may sometimes be only in a few sentences; but as a holy
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care prevails to move only under the leadings of the Spirit of
‘Truth, unexcited by the activity and affection of the natural
man, it will contribute to the edification of the body in love.
1835. 1842. P. E.

3. The calling of the Christian Minister has its rich
rewards and privileges; but at no period in the Soeci
history of the Church has it been without its  counsel to
special trials and dangers. The caution of the Ministers.
apostle is at all times needed: “ Giving no offence in any-
thing, that the ministry be not blamed.” Ministers, even
those of large experience and gifts, may profitably be led
into a review of their ministry in its varied relations. May
all be preserved in the exercise of it in the life and power of
the Spirit,—dividing the word aright,—mnot falling short of the
measure of the gift, and yet not exceeding it. Public prayer,
thanksgiving, and praise ought ever to spring from a living
sense of the wants and condition of the congregation. In
this solemn service may all be impressed-with the importance

_of their words being few and full. 1868.

4. This Meeting desires and hopes that you whom the
Lord hath gifted with a public testimony for his Ministers to
name and truth will, in this day of liberty, be % digent
diligent to visit the heritage of God in their  Meetings.
Meetings, and more especially those least frequented.
1695. P. E.

5. Dear brethren and sisters, all of you have a godly care
of judging or contradicting one another in public y, ...
meetings, or showing marks or signs of division Pu}:llgggg
therein amongst Ministers or others; it being of contradict

. . each other.
a pernicious consequence to bring blame or con-
tempt upon the ministry, and a great hurt to our youth and

others. 1716. P.E.
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6. Advised, that Ministers, as well as Elders and others,
Tokeepto 1in all their preaching, writing, and conversing
e aivs about the things of Giod, do keep to the form of
terms. sound words or Scripture terms; and that none
pretend to be wise above what is there written, and in such
pretended wisdom go about to explain the things of God in

the words which man’s wisdom teaches. 1728. P. E.

7. As the Lord in his mercy is breathing afresh on several
Young of our youth of both sexes, and fitting them for his
ministers. service, we recommend it to the Elders in every
Meeting that they tenderly watch over all young Ministers,
and advise and help them, as they in the wisdom of truth
may be opened thereunto ; nourishing.that.which is right and
which comes forth in the savour of life, and ‘discouraging
everything that is unbecoming the ministry. 1736.

8. We further entreat you that in all your religious Meet-
Caution to 1088 for the worship of Almighty God you wait in
Ministers ~ humble reverence for the influence of the Word
?ﬁl:i:n o of life. ~.Be cautious not to move in acts of
ownwill  gevotion in your own will : set not self to work,
but patiently attend and wait for the gift and enlivening
power of the -Divine Spirit, without which your perform-
ances will be unacceptable and like those of old, of which
it was said, “ Who hath required this at your hand ?”
1742, P. E.

9. In much love we caution those Friends who are con-
To avoid cerned in the work of the ministry to watch over
censorious - their own spirits, and not to be hasty or cen-
Judgments. . rious in passing judgment respecting the state
of those who hear them, but to manifest that, in the exercise
of their ministry, they are led by the love of God. 1745.
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10. This Meeting recommends to Ministers on all oceasions,
and more especially when about to leave home in To have
the service of the Gospel, to take care that their aﬂ.a"i'r‘:‘(;fl‘;
outward affairs are so conducted and arranged — arranged.
as to prevent any dishonour being brought on our religious
profession, through any neglect on the one hand, or, on the
other, through their being immersed in the cares of the
present life. 1833.

11. Let none despise the shortness or simplicity of any
offerings in the ministry, and let all be careful None to
not to indulge in a criticising spirit, much less in d“ﬁi::ﬁ;{:
controversy, or in a disposition to cavil or to  offerings.
judge their brethren. Such things are highly injurious
and unbecoming ; they lead off from that individual watch-
fulness and knowledge of ourselves which are essential to a
growth in grace, and they are opposed to the meekness and
lowliness of a disciple of Christ. Light conversation on the

sacred truths of religion is also dangerous. 1835.

12. How large the wisdom, how tender the sympathy,
required to be exercised towards those who believe Sympathy
themselves called to bear a public testimony to for Ministers
their Lord, especially in the earlier stages of their encouraged.
ministry! On the other hand, they ought to be open tb the
counsel of their more experienced brethren ; and whilst seek-
ing to minister for their Lord in the ability which He giveth,
to be ever subject one to another in love. 1868.

13. Whilst greatly desiring an increase of labourers in
the Gospel, we no less desire that the ministry ... .~
amongst us may include the declaration of the “‘;‘gs Szlll;?_-
whole truth as it is in Jesus, and that under his  ness, and

. . . . brevity.
quickening power it may tend to bring many
under the yoke of hLis love, and to edify and comfort his
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people. Of whatever character the work may be in which
such labourers are called to engage, let them regard it as
not theirs, but their Lord’s; and thus committing it into
his hands, look to Him in lively faith for the needful wisdom
and strength, coveting the enlargement of their gifts not in
a multitude of words, but in the awakening and converting
power of the Spirit. May all be diligent in the use of
those means by which a growth in the gift .may be pro-
moted ;—private retirement before God, meditation upon
Holy Scripture, and prayer for ability to declare with clear-
ness the simple Gospel of salvation under the anointing and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Such a cultivation of spiritual
gifts is in no way incompatible with a full and implicit
reliance on his immediate guidance. May those who are
called to the ministry not neglect the gift which they have
received, but study to show themselves approved unto God,
workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth. 1868.

14. And you who are called to bear a public testimony to
Concluding your Lord, let such a call be accepted as a motive
exhortation. to jncreased watchfulness and humility. Be
willing to feel the weight of the service as well as its privi-
lege. Yield up yourselves wholly to the operations of his
Spirit who sitteth “as a refiner and purifier of silver,” to
“ purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver,
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteous-
ness.” Let self be laid low, and your will be given up to the
Lord. Move only as He calls you, and be very watchful to
know both the outflowing and the staying of the anointing
oil. 1861. P. E. 1869. P. E.
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SECTION II.—GENERAL ADVICE ON FAITHFULNESS IN OUR
SEVERAL STEWARDSHIPS FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHERS.

1. Christ, who is Head over all things to the Church, and
who hath promised to be in the midst of those cadship of
gathered in his name, condescends to make use of Christ; and

diversities
his servants, by imparting to them spiritual gifts, of spiritual
to be exercised under the renewed anointing of gifts.
the Holy Ghost, for the conversion of sinners, and for the
edification, exhortation and comfort of the assembled wor-
shippers. Each living member of the Church of Christ
has a place of service, and to such the manifestation of the
Spirit is given to profit withal. We thankfully acknowledge
the goodness of the Lord in the diversities of gifts, intel-
lectual as well as spiritual, which, in his care for the Church,
He is pleased to confer upon its several members. May we
ever bear in mind that, however great their diversities,
it is by the one Spirit they are given; however differing
in the administrations, it is the same Lord ; however diver-
sified the operations, it is the same God which worketh all
in all.

We believe that a freer exercise of the various gifts
graciously bestowed upon our members might, under the
Divine blessing, tend to the instruction, comfort, and edifi-
cation of the body, and to the spreading of the *truth as
it is in Jesus.” We would therefore encourage Friends to
be individually faithful in occupying the talent received,
¢ as they that must give account”; in dependence upon his
grace, and in loving service to Him, who loved them. and
gave Himself for them ; remembering the apostolic injunc-
tion, “Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which
are God’s.” 1861.
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2. No life is too long for the performance of the duties
Motives to Which He who measures it out appoints for it.
diligence.  May you then, beloved Friends, in the middle or
in more advanced stages of life, be faithful in your several
stewardships. Whether it be in the family or in the shop,
in the market, the bank, or the board-room,—in those
things which belong to your private or to your public
duties, let the light of the Gospel shine through all. The
parent, the master, the man of business, the citizen, the
servant,—each has a testimony to bear for Christ. Let all
be willing to dwell under a sense of their responsibilities
and of their needs. Let our prayers be fervent, in the name
of Jesus, for ourselves and for others. May those upon
whom it rightly devolves be diligent in feeding the Lord’s
flock, and in gathering souls to Christ. And may none,
whatever their position, overlook the lesser openings of duty.
A word of counsel, of reproof, or of encouragement, spoken in
season, in ever so broken a manner, whether in the family
and social circle, or more publicly, how good it is! Each
may be called to manifest his interest, by word or deed,
on behalf of a brother or a sister; and thus to follow in
the footsteps of our Divine Master, whose whole life was
marked by sympathy for the sorrows and infirmities of man.
1859. P. E.

3. Let none so overcharge themselves with business,
All duties to P1€8SUTe, or other pursuits, or so give way to
}: l;p:rr:%rfnzﬂ the love of ease, as in any degree to obstruct
service for  the exercise of their gifts, or hinder their right
Christ. service. This is a caution needful not only for
those. who occupy prominent stations in the church; it
is applicable alike to all the living members, and to every -
gift with which -they may be entrusted, whether for public
or for private usefulness. How influential is the example

of the Christian in the midst of his outward affairs, or






62 CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. [cHAP. 1V.

the poor and the afflicted; in reading the Scriptures to
them; in giving a tract with a few appropriate words; and
in many other labours of Christian love, the Saviour may
be served and the enlargement of his kingdom promoted.
The young may gently influence the young; striving to
win them to give their hearts to Him whose yoke is easy
and whose burden is light ; who, in every time of difficulty
or sorrow, will be their ever-present Helper and Friend.
. 1866. P. E.

5. We owe much to the privileges of training and educa-
Our great, tion. Many have enjoyed abundant advantages
responsibili- in their outward circumstances or social position.
thes. How rich have been the manifestations of the love
of God, and the visitations of his Spirit,—quickening, arous-
ing, constraining. May we accept the word of exhortation
and entreaty. Be vigilant, be faithful. In all your pursuits
and engagements, keep within the restraints of a tender and
enlightened conscience. May the world be crucified unto
you, and ye unto the world. Neglect no opportunity for
doing good. “Let your loins be girded about, and your
lights burning,” and ye yourselves, every one of you,  like
unto men who wait for their Lord, that when He cometh
and knocketh, they may open unto Him immediately.”
1883. P. E.

6. We turn to our dear Friends, both younger and older,
who have been led, under the constraining in-

Encourage- s .
ment to mis- fluences of love to Christ, into varied fields of
sion workers. 1o bour amongst those around them. In assuring
these of our warm sympathy, we would express the desire
that in our various Meetings they may be cheered by the
counsel and assistance of Friends; and that they may be
enabled, on suitable occasions, to set before those who are
brought under their care, the scriptural ground of those
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views with regard to worship and ministry which we have
always maintained. 1874. P. E.

7. We recognize the great importance of the mission work
-of vhrious kinds, in which many of our members Need of
are engaged, as a branch of the work of the wiﬁ;‘;;“{‘;}
Church which has reference to the propagafion their work.
of the Gospel amongst the masses around us. Amidst the
diversities of operations by the one Spirit, it may well be
expected that some of the methods found useful in this field
of labour will not be identical with those employed for the
edification of persons brought up in the knowledge of the
truth. Yet even here the wise and prayerful worker will,
under his Lord’s teaching and guidance, distinguish between
that which may excite the sensibilities without feeding the
soul, and that ¢sincere milk of the word” which is adapted
" to the newly awakened, “that they may grow thereby.”

1878. P. E.

8. The Church of Christ, if true to her allegiance, cannot
forget her part in the command, “ Go ye into all the The Gospel to
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” beml;f_g
It is the operation of the Spirit of God that pre-  creature.
pares and qualifies the instruments who shall fulfil this com-~
mand. Depending on his guidance, waiting on Him for the
renewal of strength, the disciple is found still sitting at the
feet of Jesus, listening that he may learn, and learning that
he may obey. He humbly places himself at his Lord’s dis-
posal ; and when he hears the call, “ Whom shall I send, and
who .will go for us?” is prepared to respond, in childlike
reverence and love, ¢ Here am I, send me.” 1882. P. E.
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of this world. For the natural soldiers are not to cumber
themselves with the world, much less the soldiers of Christ,
who are not of this world. Therefore stir up the gift of
God in you, improve it, and do not sit down, Demas-like,
and embrace this present world. Be valiant for God’s truth
upon the earth, and spread it abroad in the daylight of
Christ. As able ministers of the Spirit, sow to the Spirit,
that of the Spirit ye may reap everlasting life. Go on in
the Spirit, ploughing with it in the purifying hope, and
threshing with the power and Spirit of God. 1690.*

3. Dear Friends and brethren, ministers, exhorters and
admonishers, that are gone into America and the . up the
islands thereaway, stir up the gift of God in glft, awake
you and the pure mind, and improve your nﬁe::o and
talents. Let your light shine among the Indians, keep awake.
the blacks and the whites, that ye may answer the truth in
them and bring them to their standard and ensign that God
hath set up, Christ Jesus. For from the rising of the sun to
the going down of the same, God’s name shall be great among
the Gentiles. Have salt in yourselves that ye may be the salt
of the earth, that ye may salt it ; that it may be preserved
from corruption. And all grow in the faith and grace of
Christ, that ye may not be like dwarfs. And, Friends, be
not negligent, but keep up your Negroes’ Meetings and
your family Meetings, and have Meetings with the Indian
kings, and their councils and subjects everywhere, and with
others: and bring them all to the baptizing and circumcising
Spirit, by which they may know God and worship Him. And
all take heed of sitting down in the earth, and having your
minds in the earthly things, coveting and striving for the
earth : for to be carnally minded brings death, and covetous- .
ness is idolatry. Be awakened to righteousness, and keep

* George Fox's Journal, First ed., 1634, p. 609.
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awakened ; for the enemy soweth his tares while men and
women sleep in carelessness and security. Therefore so
many slothful ones go in their filthy rags, and have not the
fine linen, the righteousness of Christ ; but are straggling,
and ploughing with their ox and their ass,* in their woollen
and linen garments,—mixed stuff ; —and drinking of the dregs
of their old bottle, and eating the sour leavened bread, which
makes their hearts burn one against another. But all are to
keep the Feast of Christ our Passover with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth. This unleavened bread of life
from heaven makes all hearts and souls glad and joyful and
lightsome and cheerful, to serve and love God, and to love
and serve one another in the peaceable truth, and to keep
in the unity of God’s Spirit which is the bond of peace. In
this love and peace God Almighty keep all his people, and
- make them valiant for his Truth upon the earth, to spread
it abroad both in doctrine and in good life and conversation ;
Amen. All the members of Christ have need one of another.
The foot hath need of the hand, and the hand hath need of
the foot ; the ear hath need of the eye, and the eye of the
ear. So that all the members are serviceable in the body of
which Christ is the Head ; and the Head sees their service.
Therefore let none despise the least member. And have a
care to keep down that greedy earthly mind, that coveteth
after the riches and things of this world, and so lose the
kingdom of God, that is everlasting.t 1690.

* See Deut. xxii. 10, 11.
t George Fox’s Journal, under date 11th of 10th month {now 12th), 1690,
pp. 610, 611. He died on the 13th of the following month.



CHAPTER V.
LOVE AND UNITY.

SECTION I.—Love One towards A;mther.
»  II.—Love and Unity in the Church.

SECTION I.—LOVE ONE TOWARDS ANOTHER.

1. DEAR Friends, the prosperity of truth. the increase of
love, unity and peace amongst all Friends, in
Occasions of
their respective Meetings and in general, is greatly offence to be
desired by us ; and that every one watch against  *vo9%
and shut out all occasions of offences, contentions, and
divisions, and stop all whisperings, tale-bearing, back-biting
and evil-speaking tending thereunto. Be kind and tender-
hearted one to another, and earnestly labour for universal
love, umon and peace, in all the churches of Christ. 1689.
P.E.

2. Where any hath received offence from another, let him
first speak privately to the party concerned, and ° Private
endeavour reconciliation between themselves; and ~onference.
not to whisper or aggravate matters against others behind
their backs, to the making of parties, and to the widening of
the breach. 1692. P. E.

3. If you hear a report to the disadvantage of a Friend, be
careful not to report it again, but go to the person - Ag ainst
of whom the report is, and inquire if it be true or repeat:g
not ; and if it be true, then deal with such person reporte.
for it according to the doctrine of Christ; but if false, then
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endeavour, as much as in you lies, to stop such report.
1719. P. E.

4. Among the Gospel precepts we find nothing more
The duty  strongly and frequently recommended to the
of love. primitive believers, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and his apostles, than that they should love one another;
and as we are sensible that nothing will more contribute to
the peace and peosperity of the Church than a due regard to
this advice,"so we earnestly desire that it may be the care and
concern of all Friends everywhere to dwell therein; and in
the unity of the Holy Spirit to maintain love, concord and
peace, in and among all the churches of Christ. 1730. P. E.

5. From love to Christ arises that stream of love to the
Love to brotherhood which, if suffered to flow in our
Christ, the hearts with unobstructed course, would bear
true spring . .
oflove to ~ away all malice and guile, and cause all com-
the brethren. 1) ints of tale-bearing and detraction to cease in
-our borders. O the precious care that attends the mind in
which Christian charity is become habitual! ¢ Charity,”
saith the apostle, “ hopeth all things.” It divulges not the
faults of others, because in its unbounded hope it desires
their removal without exposure. For the mind in which it
dwells ascribes its own preservation and the cleansing of its
former sins to the unbounded love of God in Christ Jesus;
and it prays that all may partake of the same benefit. How
opposite that disposition which delights to report evil, and
to accuse! Shun it, dear friends, as the poison of asps. The
sacred writings emphatically denominate the great adversary
of mankind by the name of accuser of the brethren. “Follow,”
therefore, “ peace with all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord : looking diligently, lest any man
fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing
up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled.” 1804. P. E.
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6. Friends, seek peace and pursue it. Ye are called to
love. O that the smallest germ of enmity might peace,
be eradicated from our inclosure! And verily and m tm
there is a soil in which it cannot live, but naturally v
withers and dies. This soil is Christian humility ; a state
highly becoming and indispensable for a being who depends
continually on the favour of his Lord; a state in which, of
all others, he can most acceptably approach his presence ; and
which naturally conducts frail man to love and compassion
for the companions of his frailty and poverty, yet his
fellow-partakers of the offered riches of the Gospel. 1805.
P.E.

7. To be “made perfect in love ” is a high state of Chris-
tian excellence, and not attainable but by the Love and
sacrifice of selfish passions. No degree of resent- Iovgiveness.
ment can consist with this state. Some persons are apt
to profess that they can forgive those whom they suppose to
have injured them, when such are brought to know and
acknowledge their fault. But that is little else than a dis-
guised pride, seeking for superiority. The love which Christ
commanded to his Church goes further than that. ¢This is
my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved
you.” And how did the Lord love the world ? Let the
apostle answer: “ God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” And,
Friends, mark and remember his gracious dying words, when,
praying for his very persecutors, He said, ¢ Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” How can we
expect access for our prayers at the throne of grace if we
harbour any ill-will to our fellow-travellers towards immor-
tality ? Let us hear again the Saviour of men: “ And when
ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against any.”
He doth not allow time for seeing the injuring person become
submissive ; but—Standing, forgive: for, “if ye do not for-
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give, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive
your trespasses.” O the excellence of Christian love and of
the temper of forgiveness! 1806. P. E.

8. Let Friends be prompt in undertaking, and prudent in
The blosed executing, the l.)lessed office of peacemaker. We
office of believe that the patient endeavours of faithful
poncomaker.  priends will be generally crowned with success, in
proportion as their own minds are seeking to Jesus for assist-
ance in performing an office on which He has pronounced
his blessing ; and in endeavouring to lead the minds of con-
tending persons to a sense of the absolute necessity for all
true disciples to live.in peace one with another, and to forgive
one another, even as God, for Christ’'s sake, has forgiven
them. 1812. P. E. '

9. As the love of God prevails, it leads us to love one
Love to Goa another ; but how often does the enemy of man’s
}f::‘to"v‘;;;’g: happiness endeavour to scatter and divide. We
another. therefore press it upon every one to examine
whether he is distinguished by this badge of discipleship.
Maintain that charity which suffereth long, and is kind. Put
the best construction upon the conduct and opinions one of
another which circumstances will warrant. Take heed that
the enemy produce no dissensions among you; that nothing
like a party spirit be ever suffered to prevail. Let each be
tender of the reputation of his brother, and be earnest to
possess the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. Watch
over one another for good, but not for evil; and whilst not
blind to the faults or false views of others, be especially
careful not to make them a topic of common conversation.
And in those cases in which it may be necessary to disclose
the failings of others, be well satisfied as to the purity of
your own motives, before making them the subject of even
confidential communication, whether verbally or by letter.
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How beautifully are the origin, the motive, and the effect of
love set forth by the apostle John in the fourth chapter of
his first epistle. Meditate again and again upon the com-
prehensive nature of this heavenly virtue, as there described.
1834. P. E.

10. How can they, whose only hope is in thejLord’s mercy,

'indulge in hard and unforgiving thoughts towards Hard
a brother or a sister? It may be that thou hast ;‘;‘t"ghb‘:

just ground for offence. Is thy brother’s trespass  indulged,
against thee any warrant for thy own disobedience? Con-
sider how ¢ exceeding broad ” is the “ new commandment ” of
thy Lord : “Love one another, as I have loved you.” Wait
not until thy brother be reconciled unto thee, or until he
shall make the first overture. Be thyself the first to seek
reconciliation, and to prove that thou art honestly desirous
to submit thyself to the government of the Prince of Peace.
1872. P. E.

11. Christ died for us even when we were enemies : He has
followed us by his Spirit in our many wanderings : Forad
. v R 'orgiveness
He has borne with us in long-suffering pity : and the example
if we hope to be forgiven, we must also forgive of Christ.
one another. He who yields to a suspicious and unforgiving
spirit is led on to imagine things against his brother that are
exaggerated, or even false. But love suffereth long and is
kind. It beareth all things; it hopeth all things ; it is not
easily provoked ; it thinketh no evil. The Christian must
cherish this Christ-like disposition, and, laying aside all hard
thoughts and all evil speakings, must seek, day by day, to
be clothed with meekness, putting on charity as the “ bond
of perfectness.” 1870. P. E.
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SECTION II.—LOVE AND UNITY IN THE CHURCH.

1. The Church is the body of which Christ is the Head.
Blessedness 10 Union with Him the various members are
fo:ll(;w brought into fellowship with each other. Collec-

" tively they are one body ; individually they are
members one of another in Him. They that are truly his
are in the Spirit of the Lamb. He gives them of his patience,
his meekness and gentleness. He teaches them how to bear
and forbear ; how to “ be subject one to another ” ; and when
and how, in faithfulness to Him, their lowly and longsuffering
Lord, they must make concessions to one another, and give
up, if need be, something of their own individual freedom
for the general good. 1878. P. E.

2. The faith which receives the Lord Jesus Christ as
Individuas  ©UT Saviour leads us to receive Him also as our
subjection  King. Where He reigns, self is laid low: the
to Christ. L.

question is not who shall be greatest, but who
shall serve Him faithfully. Under the abiding presence of
his Spirit, individual subjection to Christ becomes the highest
joy; and in this subjection his disciples are clothed with
humility, forbearing one another in love. It is here alone
that the true liberty is to be found; a liberty not to please
ourselves, but in all things to please Him. Each is taught,
under the training of the one Master, his true line of service.
There is no place for the idler; for there is work for all.
Each rejoices in his brother’s faithfulness, and jealousies and
complainings are excluded. 1882. P. E.

3. Whilst it is at all times the duty of members of the
Caution Church faithfully to maintain the Truth, and whilst
‘;;l“'.‘!;'.‘:*'m some of them may rightly feel themselves called
controversy. ypon openly to oppose error, we believe that there
is hardly anything more inimical to the growth of vital re-
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ligion than indulgence in the spirit of religious controversy.
Satan triumphs when he can make the name of Jesus a word
of strife and debate among the professed followers of the
Lord. If he, our soul’s enemy, can but introduce men into
his spirit, he cares little how true may be their words. Let
us, therefore, each of us mind our own calling by keeping
our eye single to the Lord; and then shall we know that
“the fruit of the Spirit” will, in the sight of others, be “in
all goodness and righteousness and truth,” and to ourselves
Jjoy and peace. 1846. P. E.

4. How precious is the unity which is known amongst
brethren who are made one in Christ. Their cha- .
racters, their position, their gifts, their services ofc:;}g:;e;:
may greatly differ, but their hearts are one. Christ.
They have one Father, who is in heaven; they serve one
Master, even Christ; and amidst all the diversities of gifts
and administrations it is the same Spirit that worketh all
in all, dividing to every man severally as He will. We
know that to realise these things fully is no small attain-
ment,—that the complete subjection of the human heart and
understanding to Divine grace is a great and a deep work.
In proportion as this is not accomplished in any, will be
the evidence that these are not made perfect in love. Even
in the primitive Church the spirit of party and of division
was early manifested. There were those who pleaded for
an unhallowed liberty, whilst there were others who, with
but an incomplete understanding of Divine truth, were
- ready to make their own narrow conceptions the universal
standard, and rigidly to exclude from communion all who
were not equally straitened with themselves. May we ever
guard against these snares. Watching one over another
for good, may our love towards each other be pure and
fervent. Bearing in mind the longsuffering and patience
which we have ourselves experienced, let us be willing to
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exercise all patience and forbearance towards others. And
if through unmerited mercy we have been taught to see
more clearly, let our growth in knowledge be accompanied
by the evidences of a growth in grace, ever remembering
that the deepest experience in the things of God is that
which brings into and preserves in the deepest humility and
the most fervent love. 1857.



CHAPTER VI

COUNSEL AS TO MARRIAGE.

1. MARRIAGE, being a divine ordinance and a solemn en-
gagement for the term of life, is of great impor- . ...
tance to our peace and well-being in this world, o r;}:;:::
and may prove of no small consequence respecting
our state in that which is to come. It was designed for the
mutual assistance and comfort of both sexes, that they might
be meet~helps to each other, both in spirituals and temporals,
and that their endeavours might be united for the pious and
proper education of their children, in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord, and for suitably qualifying them to discharge
their duty in their various allotments in the world. May it
never be inconsiderately entered into, upon motives incon-
sistent with the evident intention of that unerring Wisdom
by which it was primarily ordained. Marriage implies union
and concurrence, as well in spiritual as in temporal concerns.
‘Whilst the parties differ in religious views, they stand dis-
united in the main point: even that which should increase
and confirm their mutual happiness, and render them helps
and blessings to each other.

To prevent falling into such engagements, it is requisite to
beware of the paths that lead to them ;—the sordid interests
and the ensnaring friendships of the world, the contaminating
pleasures and idle pastimes of earthly minds; the various
solicitations and incentives to festivity and dissipation ; like-
wise, especially, too frequent and too familiar converse with
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those from whom may arise a danger of entanglement, by
their alluring the passions and drawing the affections after
them.

For want of due watchfulness, and obedience to the con-
victions of Divine grace in their consciences, many have
wounded their own souls, distressed their Friends, injured
their families, and done great disservice to the Church, by
these unequal connexions; which have proved an inlet to
much degeneracy, and mournfully affected the minds of
those who labour under a living concern for the good of
all, and the prosperity of Truth upon earth. 1777. P. E.

2. This Meeting is impressed with a sense of the vast
Coutions jn _ 1flUENICE, either for good or for evil, which marriage
entering on  exercises on both the temporal and the spiritual
AR condition of man, and earnestly desires that, in
the choice of a companion for life, all may seek unto the
Lord for his guidance; not allowing any merely exterior
advantages to be the primary motive, and bearing in mind
that an accordance in religious principles and practice is
essential to the perfectness of such a union.

And seeing that the real enjoyment of life is far more
Simple effectually secured by contentment, with simple
habits. habits, than by a mode of living which entails
anxiety or risk, let parents, whilst they exercise a prudent
care over the interests of their children, not be unduly
anxious to secure worldly advantages for them on entering
the marriage state. And we would affectionately encourage
our younger members to be satisfied to set out in life in a
manner befitting their circumstances ; not seeking to imitate,
in their style of living, the example of those who possess
larger resources. Thus, on the one hand, they will avoid
the necessity of unduly deferring their union; and, on the
other, be less exposed to the temptation of launching into
business beyond their means.
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Many, we fear, have, under these circumstances, been
induced to enter inta trade on their own account .. .
with borrowed capital, who, had their views been views.
more moderate, might, with greater safety and more real
comfort to themselves, have continued, at least for a time,
in the employ of others.

The solemnization of marriage should in all cases be
conducted in the fear of the Lord, and in humble v, fear of
dependence on his blessing. On these occasions,  the Lord.
let there not be, either in the attire of the parties them-
selves or in that of their relatives and friends, any display
unbecoming an assembly of Christian worshippers; ' and
may the subsequent proceedings of the marriage day,
whilst characterized by cheerful enjoyment, never pass the
boundary line of Christian simplicity, moderation, and self-
restraint. 1857,

3. May no right union be unduly delayed by overmuch
carefulness as to a provision for the future. It Against
would be far indeed from our desire to encourage overmuch
a hasty and ill-advised procedure in this im- carofulness.
portant matter ; but we fear that, in the present day of in-
creasing luxury and ease, there may have been a tendency,
from considerations of mere worldly prudence, too long to
defer unions which, with moderate views and simpler faith,
might have been productive of mutual help and joy, spiritual
as well as temporal. 1869. P. E. '

4. In setting out in life, let there be a prudent and
Christian care to avoid a scale of living which , ..
may minister to luxury or pride, or tend to an of luxuy.:
increase of worldly care, and thus diminish the power to
devote time and money to the service of others for the
Lord’s sake. 1872. '
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privilege of solemnizing marriage according to our own
long-established religious usages, we desire that none of our
members may be found departing therefrom. We further
think it right explicitly to state our judgment, that marriages
of our members before the Superintendent Registrar, though
not open to the special religious objections connected with
marriages by a priest, are nevertheless inconsistent with the
good order of our discipline, and with our testimony to the
true nature and character of the marriage ordinance. 1848.

9. The subject of the marriage of first cousins has been
again seriously considered; and this Meeting ;.0 of
concludes to rescind the regulations heretofore first cousins.
existing, disallowing such marriages. In coming to this
judgment we would record our strong feeling that such
marriages are highly inexpedient, and ought to be, as far
as practicable, discouraged amongst us. 1883.

+"+ For further advices and rules in relation to marriage, see under the
head “ Marriage,” Part III.



CHAPTER VIIL

COUNSEL TO PARENTS AND HEADS O
FAMILIES. :

1. WE entreat and desire all you dear Friends that are
Parents to be Parents and governors of families, that ye dili-
{Zggfg]iatfge gently lay to heart your work and calling in

your generation for the Lord, and the charge
committed to you ; not only in being good examples to the
younger sort, but also to use your power in your own
families in educating your children and servants in modesty,
sobriety, and in the fear of God. 1688. P. E.

2. As touching the education of Friends’ children, for
To neglect no Which this Meeting hath often found a concern,
(‘)’Fﬁggﬂ'ﬁig we think it our duty to recommend unto you,
their children.that no opportunity be omitted, nor any endea-
vours wanting, to instruct them concerning the principles of

Truth which we profess. 1717. P. E. 1861.

3. You who are parents of children, labour fervently in
To seek the Spirit, with supplication unto the Lord, that
heavenlim He may give them an inheritance in the Truth,
rather t| . .
earthly wherein they may be egabled to stand up in their
. Tiches. generation after you, to his praise and glory,
rather than labour to get great inheritances for them in this
world ; which have proved a snare and temptation to some
to shun the cross and embrace the glory of this present
world. But let those to whom God hath given riches take
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the apostle’s advice, that they ‘“be not highminded, but
fear,” and trust not in uncertain riches; but “be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate,” and
therein be good examples to their children. 1725. P. E.

4. Our advice and exhortation is, that all masters of
families, parents, guardians and tutors of chil- Waiting upon
dren would frequently put in practice the calling God m
together of their children and households, to wait )
upon the Lord in their families; that, receiving wisdom and
counsel from Him, they may be enabled seasonably to exhort
and encourage them to walk in the way of the Lord, to
exercise themselves in reading the Holy Scriptures, and in
observing the duties and precepts of holy living therein
recommended. 1748. P. E.

5. To all masters and tutors of children, we affectionately
address ourselves; that in a particular manner it Against
may be your care to caution, and, as much asin reading.and
you lies, to guard the youth committed to your conversation.
charge, against the dangers and allurements of evil commu-
nications, and the reading of profane and immoral writings,
those powerful engines of Satan; whether they be such as
directly tend to defile the afféctions, or, with a more specious
appearance, to subvert the doctrines of Christianity by a
presumptuous abuse of human reason, and by vain and subtle
disputations, ¢ after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.” 1766. P. E.

6. As, next to our own souls, our offspring are the most
immediate objects of our care and concern, it i8 .y . .
earnestly recommended to all parents and guardians Gﬁo*f:g;::
of children, that the most early opportunities be of Holy
taken, in their tender years, to impress upon them Seripture.
a sense of the Divine Being, his wisdom, power, and omni-

S
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presence. 0 a= to teget a reverent fear of Him in their
hearts ; and. a= their capacities enlarge, to acquaint them
with the Holy Seripcures. by frequent and diligent reading
therein ; instructing them in the great love of God to
mankind through Jesus Christ, the work of salvation by Him,
and sanctification through his blessed Spirit. For though
virtue descendeth not by lineal snccession, mor piety by
inheritance, yet the Almighty doth graciously regard the
sincere endeavours of those parents whose early and constant
care is over their offspring for good; who labour to instruct
them in the fear of the Lord, and in a humble waiting for,
and feeling after, those secret and tender visitations of Divine
love, which are afforded for the help and direction of all.
1767. P. E.

7. The habit of a constant attendance of Meetings for
Im .o Divine Worship forms an important branch of the
of habit of religious education of our youth; we are there-
:ﬁmﬁ fore desirous of impressing on the minds of those
Mectings. ¢, whom they are entrusted, who themselves may
be diligent, to beware how they deprive their children of
such opportunities on the week-day. Let not the pressing
- claims of higher education, now prevalent, be allowed to
encroach upon the yet higher claims of religious training;
but let parents select wisely such a school or college, as
well as place of business, for their children, as may favour
the healthiest development of the whole character, religious
and moral, as well as intellectual. 1815. P. E. 1883.

8. Parents, as they watch the opening capacities of their
Early beloved offspring, may, during their very early
gm;’;‘“’“ years, when prejudice and worldly temptations
Horipture.  present but little obstruction to the work, instil
- into them the first principles of religion. It is their indis-

pensable duty to seek opportunities for this purpose; that
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11. We affectionately exhort parents, and all who have the
Value ofa  care of children and of young persons, constantly
tender con-  to bear in remembrance the great value of a
science and
subjected  tender conscience ; and to turn their attention to
il the secret instructions of Divine Grace, reproving
for evil, and bringing peace for doing well. Be concerned,
dear Friends of this class, early to subject the wills of those
entrusted to your charge; encourage them to fix their affec-
tions on things which are eternal ; set before them the neces-
sity of being converted from the evil of their own hearts, and
kept clean from the sin which abounds in the world ; impress
them with a sense of the holiness and purity of God, and of
his righteous law ; instruct them in the invaluable truths of
the Bible, and lead them to seek after the practical applica-
tion of its precepts and doctrines under the influence of the
Holy Spirit. By such a course of religious care and Christian
instruction, carried on in simple, humble dependence upon
God, you will perform the great duty of bringing them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 1830. P. E.

12, Our sympathy and esteem are peculiarly due to those
Sympathy who are conscientiously occupied in discharging
with teachers. the responsible’ duties attached to the care of
youth. With the right fulfilment of your trust, dear Friends,
our hopes of a succeeding generation are intimately con-
nected. Your calling is arduous, -but of eminent utility;
and one in which you have abundant opportunity to serve
the Lord. You have especial need to seek for the wisdom
which is from above; but if, through heavenly help, you
have been made instrumental in establishing correct moral
habits and sound religious principles, however limited your
sphere, you may hope to partake of the blessing of them
¢ that turn many to righteousness.” 1833. P. E.

13. The end of all religious training is to bring the mind
under subjection to the will of God, to lead our children unto
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Jesus, that through Him they may obtain the forgiveness
of sins, and be taught in his school the lessons .

of his truth and love. How, dear Friends, shall cmno‘tl;
we prosecute this work, if we have not ourselves Jesus.
submitted to the yoke of Christ and been taught of Him ?

We believe that not a few, who have been measurably
thus instructed, and who are religiously concerned .
for the welfare of their families, will do well to aga?,}‘;:'ﬁi‘é
dook around them and consider whether there be haﬁg?lfeﬁt-
anything in their habits of life, in the indul- ing and com-

. . panionships.
gences which they allow themselves, in the cha-
racter of their conversation, in the persons with whom their
children have intercourse, or in the books and other publica-
tions which are permitted to enter their houses, opposed to the
training of their families in a religious life and conversation.
‘Let us not esteem any of these things as insignificant.

Parents should beware that they do not cherish the seeds
of vanity in their offspring, by providing them with orna-
mental attire, or gratify similar dispositions in themselves,
by thus decorating their .children even of the tenderest
age. The will should be early subjected in the authority of
Christian love; and children accustomed, from their very
infancy, to a strict adherence to truth-speaking.

Above all things, seek to impress upon the susceptible
minds of our youth, the fear and love of their Truth-speak-
Creator and Redeemer, and the importance of ing,f?;i ::3
giving heed to those gentle intimations of his will love of God.

which are made by the Spirit of Truth upon the youthful
heart. 1842,

14. How important to the Church is the influence of the
Christian woman. In how many ways does the . =~ "
Christian adorning give additional power and sweet- the Christian
ness to all that is attractive and persuasive in her woman.
character. To the sister whose heart is consecrated to the
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very early years, in tenderness of conscience, in obedience
to the restraints -and guidance of the Holy Spirit, and in
the love of Christ our Saviour.

How appropriate and how interesting would be the
occupation of a few minutes each evening before retiring to
rest, and of larger portions of time on First-days, in hearing
each child of a family repeat a Scripture text learned
during the day, or passages from the psalms and the
prophecies, or from the parables and precepts of our
Lord. Whilst such exercises would richly store the memory
and strengthen the intellect, how many opportunities would
they afford to the watchful parent to impart some lesson
of Christian practice, or ito present some simple view of
Divine truth. 1857,

16. Christian fathers and mothers, honour the Lord in
your families. Let your lives be a daily confession H‘onour the
of Christ in your households. In connection with Lordin the
the family reading of the Scriptures, and the ac- w"
companying devotional silence, which we trust will ever be
felt to be precious, quench not the gentle drawings of Divine
love, prompting the word of exhortation or instruction, or
the outpouring of the heart in prayer. Pray with, as well
as for your children, watching for opportunities of uniting
with them individually in the exercise of this blessed privi- .
lege. And seek for ability on these occasions to bring the
special needs of each before our loving Father in Heaven.
Let none think that their religious concern for their children
will be in vain. How often have hearts been lifted up in
gratitude and praise in the remembrance of the Christian
walk, the prayerful spirit, the faithful counsel, the loving
sympathy, of the father or the mother now at rest in Jesus.
1866. P. E. 1883.

17. Of all the influences bestowed by God upon man
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one of the most important and responsible is that of the
Parentat  Parent. Filial submission is the first command-
‘,’;fl‘,‘:;‘;" and ment with promise ; and the Divine precept to the
¥ child involves the obligation on the parent so to
walk before his children as to be worthy of the honour and
obedience thus enjoined. Be encouraged, dear Friends who
are parents, to fulfil this obligation. Pray earnestly -and
in faith for the wisdom of which you must feel the want.
Remember that in entrusting you with children your Father
in heaven has devolved upon you the high privilege of
nurturing them for Himself. A neglect of your duty
towards them is an act of unfaithfulness in this your
important stewardship, as well as a betrayal of their best
interests. It was, we trust, your desire to enter into the
solemn covenant of marriage in the fear of the Lord; and
now that He has given you these tokens of his love, may you
still walk in his fear, and feel it your privilege and joy to
train up your children in his nurture and in his admonition.
. They partake with you of a fallen nature; and it is your
sacred duty to strive, through Divine help, to lead them to
Him in whom is plenteous redemption. Be much in prayer
on their account. Seek for opportunities of speaking to
them with a view to their being brought to the experience
of a definite personal interest in Christ as their Saviour;
not necessarily in all cases looking for responsive expression.
And whilst providing liberal instruction for your children
may you never be drawn aside by the desire for fashionable
or merely ornamental accomplishments, from a course of
training and education conducive to a useful and honourable
life upon earth, and in harmony with the discipline that renders
meet for heaven. 1868. P. E. 1869. P. E. 1881. P. E.

18. Based upon the Divine ordinance of marriage, the
family is designed, under the influences of faith and love,
to be not only the cradle of the Church, but the training-
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school both for earth and for heaven. Let fathers and
mothers amongst us be faithful to their solemn .

O . . . The family
responsibilities. Their children are given them the cradle of
in trust for the Lord. Natural affection may °CRureh
ordinarily furnish a sufficient stimulus as regards a provision
in temporal things; nay, a guard may even be needful that
this be kept within due limits. But the privilege of Christian
parents is hallowed by yet more blessed obligations. They
are called upon diligently to instruct their children in the
knowledge of Holy Scripture. It is theirs to bring their
children to Jesus that He may bless them; to train them,
from their earliest years, in a reverent submission to the
inward convictions and guidance of the Holy Spirit; and
by their own counsel and example to help them forward in
the way to Zion ; that so parents and children may rejoice
together in Him “ of whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named.” 1871. P. E.



CHAPTER VIIL
COUNSEL TO THE YOUNG.

1. STRONG are our desires for you, beloved young Fﬁendé,
Counsel to  that you may know the work of the Lord not only
;‘:l":e:';zmtim to be begun, but to be carried forward in your
Lord. hearts. Dwell under the power and discipline
of the Spirit of the Lord. Give place to no views which
would in the least degree weaken your faith in the sacred
and all-important doctrines of that salvation which is in
Christ. Feeling your own weakness and the limited powers
of the human intellect, may you accept these doctrines in
reverence of soul, in simplicity, and in godly sincerity. Pray
that you may be kept in that humble, dependent state of
mind in which the Lord, by his Spirit, gradually unfolds the
deep things of his kingdom, and grants a holy settlement in
the experience of their reality. ¢ Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world.” Under a sense of the
many temptations which beset your path, earnest is our con-
cern that you may now, in early life, choose the Lord for your
portion. Set apart at least a short time daily for private
retirement. Seek for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus
will you escape many trials, and practically realise the truth
that “ Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” Let
not pleasure, profit, or advancement in life, be your first
desire, but be concerned above all things to know your
calling and election in Christ to be made sure. 1851. P. E.
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has indeed appeared lovely: why, then, is there not a full
swrrender to its power and to its convictions? The Lord
loveth an early sacrifice. His numberless blessings call for
your gratitude and your allegiance; and mournful indeed
will be the reflection, should your days be lengthened to
advanced age, that you have slighted the mercies of a
gracious Creator, that you have preferred the love of the
world and its fading pleasures, and that there can be no
peaceful retrospect on devotedness to his cause. 1818. P. E.

5. We recommend to such of our young Friends as kmow
The young and approve what is excellent, and may have
may counsel been strengthened in some degree to practise
the JoURE: 5t ot to shrink from modestly, yet faithfully
counselling their associates in early life, when they may be
deviating from the path of duty. A tender caution may be
received with peculiar advantage, when those to whom it is
given know that their counsellors are still alike subject to the
same temptations to which theyare exposed. 1827. P. E.

6. The more our young Friends are engaged to dwell
Respect in true humility, the more will they evince that
for age. respect for age and experience which has ever
characterised every well-regulated community, whether civil
or religious. It was an injunction to Israel of old, and we
regard it as a standing precept, “ Thou shalt rise up before
the hoary head, and honour the face of the old man, and fear
thy God.” 1835.

7. Our sympathy is awakened for our young men who are
Sympathy  sent out as commercial travellers. This occupation
g:fm ercial Tenders it highly important to maintain, through
travellers;  holy aid, a firm and Christian course of conduect.
The employment leads to the frequenting of inns. The

company there met with is often inimical to a growth in
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grace, and exposes to intemperance and other vices. When
young men are thus from home, we affectionately exhort
them to seek the company of Friends, and gratefully to avail
themselves of those kind and hospitable attentions which are
offered to them. It is very important that their arrange-
ments be such that they can spend the First-day of the
week where our Meetings for Worship are held; and that,
as far as practicable, they attend also a Mid-week Meeting.
1834. P. E.

8. The circumstances of our beloved young Friends,
whether under the shelter of watchful parental ang with the
care, or exposed to the temptations of the metro-7°"8 ”;P';l;f;l’
polis and other large towns, have at this time temptations.
had our very serious consideration. We do not forget the
temptations of our early life, and especially those incident to
our entrance upon general intercourse with the world ; they
were slippery paths to us, and, with humble thanksgivings
to God, we call to mind the tender care of his fatherly
providence, the pleadings of his warning voice, and his
forbearance towards us. We know that, up to this hour,
we have nothing to depend upon but the free mercy of God
in Jesus Christ our Lord; but through the aboundings of
his grace renewed unto us, we cannot but express our strong
solicitude—our prayer—that it may please the Lord to deal
graciously with you, dear young Friends; that He may
never take his Holy Spirit from you, but deepen and
strengthen your convictions of the guilt of sin, its hateful-
ness in his holy sight, and its certain and awful consequences
to the impenitent and unconverted. O that we could
induce you duly to appreciate these tokens of our heavenly
Father’s love, and that nothing may ever tempt you to
call in question the Divine origin of those secret checks in
the conscience, those pleadings of the Holy Spirit, by which
our heavenly Father would draw you to Himself, and make
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found. In the service of Christ you will find abundart
scope for the right employment of every talent, and, in the
enjoyment of his love, your cup will overflow with blessing
and praise. 1858. P. E.

"10. The present is a day of inquiry and discussion, of
bold assertion and varied opinions. How im- The
portant is it to the young disciple, under such’ tﬂm?:
circumstances, to be kept faithful to the teaching  training.
and training of his Divine Master. How necessary that he
should not mistake the false liberty of the natural will,
which is in bondage to its own unrenewed desires, for the
true and glorious liberty wherewith Christ makes his people
free, and in which his service is their delight. Let no
knowledge, no gifts, no merely human acquirements or quali-
fications, ever be preferred before the humbling operations
of Divine grace. It is not they who are ever halting at the
threshold of the sanctuary, doubting and questioning, but
they who conform to the needful discipline, and who enter
in through the appointed means of access, who become
prepared to join in the services, and to partake of the
inestimable privileges, of the true worshippers of God. 1857.

11. Beloved younger brethren and sisters! may you more
and more feel that you are not your own; that Bought with
you are bought with a price. Where much is a price ;

. . called to win
given, there, in the great day of final account, an immortal
will much be required. May all your talents be - “°™™
freely offered unto the Lord, and consecrated to his blessed
service. May every crown be cast at the feet of Jesus. Bear
in mind that the unfaithfulness or infirmities of others, what-
ever be their age or station, will furnish no excuse for you.
Their mistakes or inconsistencies will not relieve you, as
you grow in Christian experience and attainment, from the
faithful exercise of all those gifts which it may please the
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Lord in his mercy to bestow upon you, to the help of the
Church and to the praise of his great and worthy name.
The prize is before yvou: it is a prize not of earth but
of heaven; to be obtained not without conflict, through
heartfelt repentance, through the forsaking of sin, through
the way of the cross, through the life of faith, looking unto
Jesus. Press on towards this prize, we entreat you. Shrink
not from the warfare: yield up your hearts unreservedly
unto Him who will fight for you, the Captain of your
galvation. So shall the crown immortal be yours; so shall
you for ever rejoice in God your Saviour, and adore his
abundant mercy who hath prepared for those that love
Him “ an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away.” 1851.
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SECTION 1.—WALK WITH GOD.

1."“Gop is faithful,” who has called us ‘ unto the fellow-

ship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” With .~

Him, there is bread for the hungry, water for  a change

the thirsty, strength for the weak, healing for the of heart.

sick, and life for the dead. 'Who amongst us, beloved Friends,

has not been made a partaker of the offers of his grace ?
7
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To which of us has it not been proclaimed, ¢ Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”?
For which of us hath Christ not died? And is there one
amongst us unacquainted with the inward pleadings of the
Holy Spirit, contriting the heart, and graciously inviting to
the full acceptance and enjoyment, in the obedience of faith,
of the plenteous redemption which is in Christ? May none
in anywise shrink from the full surrender of heart unto Him.
To be baptized with the Holy Ghost, to experience the circum-
cision of the heart, is indispensably necessary to membership
in the Church of the redeemed. How inestimable is the
value, how full of woe is the loss, of the immortal soul. May
none, then, be loitering as at the threshold of the sanctuary;
prepared, it may be, to rejoice at the entering in of others,
. without entering in themselves. May none allow the strength
and vigour of their days to pass away as though they had
no object beyond this tramsitory life: but may each, in
reverence and godly fear, keep continually in remembrance
the infinite importance of our present stewardship; and
that we are individually called by the most impressive
considerations, not to be spectators merely of the Christian
race, but to run that race ourselves, if we would, in the
end, through unmerited mercy, obtain the incorruptible
crown. 1856. P. E.

2. What is the Church, beloved Friends, but the Lord’s
Livin flock, “which He has purchased with his own
:iﬁbt;?mp blood”? He sought them when they were “as
Church of the Sheep going astray.” He taught them by his
Redeemed.  gririt the misery of that state of bondage in
which they were held. And in yielding themselves to Him,
they have experienced the blessedness of that repentance unto
salvation which involves a real change of heart and life ; in

which evil is forsaken, and Christ is accepted both as a
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over all, both within and without; He by whom all things
were made, and is over all; the first and the last ; the Amen.
1683. P. E.

4. It is much upon us to put Friends in remembrance to
To a faithful Keep to the ancient testimony Truth begat in our
e hearts in the beginning, against the spirit of this
of the world ; world ; for which many have suffered cruel mock-
ings, beating, stoning, etc., particularly as to the corrupt
fashions, dealings and language of the world, their over-
reaching, and vain jestings; that the cross of Christ in all
things may be kept to, which preserves Friends blameless, and

honours the Lord’s name and truth in the earth. 1675.

5. In these days of religious liberty, in which our inter-
And to con. CoUrse with those of other Societies is widely
miz of different from that which obtained in the times of

" our pious predecessors, it becomes usto be especially
careful that we do not in any way compromise our ancient
principles and testimonies. We believe that it is equally
incumbent on us, as on those who were made instrumental
in first gathering our Society, to maintain those views and
practices by which they were distinguished. And we feel
- desirous that, both in the performance of our civil duties
and in associating with others for objects of benevolence, we
may all be concerned in no way to forfeit the character of
consistency, but in all things to adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour. It is alike important to our own benefit, and
to that of the universal Church of Christ, that we do not
shrink from filling that station in it which Divine Wisdom
has assigned us, but that in singleness of heart we give
ourselves up to what it may be our individual duty to
perform. 1828. P. E.
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habitual reference to the will of God, towards Whom his
heart will turn with the instincts of the renewed nature, as
the needle to the pole. 1871. P. E. 1873. P. E.

8. A close walk with God is indispensable both for our
Leavingno individual and our congregational life. In propor-
t’ﬁ‘;"foi‘;rof tion as this is wanting, deadness enters into the
the world.  Church. Vital religion is no mere negation. It
. is eminently practical. It is nothing less than the following
of God in childlike trust and obedience. Love to Christ and
work for Him will leave no room for the world or its spirit.
The mind is renewed ; the tastes are changed. Our all-wise
and loving Father withdraws his children from every unlawfal
gratification, not for the diminution of their happiness, but
that He may give them in Himself and in his service pure
and substantial joy. 1881. P. E.

SECTION II.—PRIVILEGES OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK.

1. Whilst the remembrance of our Creator ought at all
Privilege of tilnes to be present with us, it is our concern that
the First-day. the day more particularly set apart for public
worship may be rightly observed. It is no small privilege
to be living in a country where much more regard is paid
to this duty than in many others; and it highly becomes us
to be careful that our example in this respect be consistent
with the profession we make to the world.

May all our Friends seriously examine whether the mode
of spending that portion of the day, not occupied with the
attendance of our Meetings for Worship, is that which is
likely to contribute to the eternal interests of the soul; and
whether the character both of their pursuits and of their
conversation be such as may tend to confirm rather than
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for service, and echoes back, as it leaves us, the solemn
words, ¢ The night cometh, when no man can work.” 1883.

SECTION IIIL.—CHRISTIAN SELF-DENIAL.
Division 1. Simplicity and Moderation.

1. We earnestly desire that Friends everywhere keep
Dangerof under the leadings and guidance of the Spirit of
&fﬁfiﬁf‘:’f Truth in their outward habits and fashions ; not
the world.  guffering the spirit of the world to get over them,
in a lust to be like unto it in things useless and superfluous;
lest it prevail upon them, by giving way to it little by little,
till it leads them from the simplicity and plainness that
become the Gospel ; and so from one vain liberty to another,
till they come to lose the blessed liberty that is in Christ,
into which they were in measure redeemed, and fall back
into the bondage of the world’s spirit, and grow up into the
liberty of the flesh with the lust and concupiscence thereof ;
and so lose both their name and place in the Truth, as too
many have done. 1688. P. E.

2. It is our tender and Christian advice that Friends take
Truth ang  Care to keep to truth and plainness, in language,
simplicity.  habit, deportment, and behaviour ; that the sim-
plicity of Truth in these things may not wear out or be lost
in our days, nor in ‘those of our posterity; and to avoid
pride and immodesty in apparel, and all vain and superfluous
fashions of the world. 1691. P. E.

3. It is also our concern earnestly to exhort Friends, both

.30 €N and women, to watch against the growing sin
and excess  of pride, and to beware of adorning themselves in
inspparel: . manner at variance with the plainness and sim-
plicity of the Truth we make profession of. O that they
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afféected mno singularity, and imposed no merely human
restraints ; that they had no pleasure in offending their
neighbour, and no stoical indifference to personal suffering !
but that it was in the exercise of a good conscience towards
God and .man that they were constrained to differ from
others in these respects. Like them, we would plead for
conformity unto Christ. The testimony which we receive
from Him is to simplicity, truth-speaking and self-denial.
These we continue to esteem to be among the distinguishing
features of complete, practical Christianity. 1858. P. E.

Division 2. Christian™ Self-denial in its application to the Use of
Intoxicating Beverages.

1. As temperance and moderation are virtues proceeding .
from true religion, and are of great benefit and o erance
advantage, we beseech all to be careful of their inculcated.
conduct and behaviour, abstaining from every ¢ appearance
of evil”; and as an excess in drinking has been too prevalent
among many of the inhabitants of these nations, we recom-
mend to all Friends a watchful care over themselves, attended
with a religious and prudent zeal against a practice so
dishonourable and pernicious. 1751. P. E,

2. We desire that all under our name may be cautious
of remaining in public-houses after the purpose
of business or of refreshment is accomplished. frequenting
To make them a resort for any other purpose, may FrPlc-housee.
it never need to be named among a people who profess the
practice of Christian sobriety. 1797, P. E.

3. This Meeting has been brought under renewed concern
respecting the dreadful evils which result to the Abstinence
community from intemperance, and especially from distilled
from the use of ardent spirits: and it recom- pirita
mends to Friends individually, seriously to examine what
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it is in their power to do towards diminishing this fruitful
source of evil. We consider that abstaining from the use of
distilled spirits, except for medicinal purposes, would not
only preserve many from a snare into which they might
otherwise be drawn, but might be highly useful as an example
to others more exposed to the temptation; and we believe
that those who, from love to God and their neighbour, are
willing thus to deny themselves the use of these articles, will
find satisfaction therein. 1835.

4. To indulgence in the use of intoxicating liquors, more
than to any other cause, must be attributed the
workers fearful amount of sin and misery, of poverty and
crime, which exists in our land; and it, at the
same time, presents the greatest obstruction, exerted by any
single agency, to the moral and religious improvement of
our countrymen, and to the extension of the Redeemer’s
kingdom in the earth. We rejoice in witnessing the Christian
labours of many of our members in their advocacy and
promotion of the cause of temperance; and we cordially
desire their encouragement in this good work. The progress
and extended benefits of this cause are, we believe, largely
dependent upon the influence exerted by professing members
of the Christian Church. We would, therefore, affectionately
invite all our Friends seriously to ponder the responsibility
of their example and influence in regard to this momentous
subject, and prayerfully to seek to know what is their indi-
vidual duty in relation to it. 1867.

5. In contemplating the ravages, moral as well as physical,
Influence  ©0DSequent upon the drinking customs of our
of example. country, we have again been introduced into deep
religious concern. We attempt not to define the limits of
individual duty; but we desire that all our members may
be willing, in the fear of the Lord, to take a calm view of
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this great subject. In looking at the vast extent of sin,
wretchedness, and woe which attends the indulgence in this
national habit, we would affectionately urge upon Friends
everywhere, prayerfully to consider whether anything in their
conduct gives countenance to it, or whether they are doing
all that is required of them to counteract it. It is alike
the duty and the privilege of the Christian to deny himself
for the sake of the fallen or the weak. ¢ Hereby,” saith
the apostle, ¢ perceive we the love of God, because He laid
down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives
for the brethren.” If this be true of our lives, how much
more in the giving up of everything in our conduct whereby
our brother may stumble, or be offended or made weak.
1870. P. E.

6. Considering the magnitude of the evils resulting from
the prevailing drinking customs of society, and 4 .
the insidious nature of all alcoholic beverages, we responsibility.
wish to press home to every one of our members his indi-
vidual responsibility. 'We would affectionately and earnestly
appeal to them to consider the ground upon which they
stand, both as regards their own personal safety and the
necessary effect of their example upon their children, their
households and every one in their employ, as well as upon
all who come within the sphere of their influence. We are
not unmindful that some amongst us, are engaged in the
manufacture or sale of intoxicating drinks. These
dear Friends may be assured that our exhorta- Fnecurdse-
tions are offered in no harsh or judging spirit.  flinquish
We sympathise with those who have been brought
into this business without much choice of their own, or who
have inherited it from their predecessors. We doubt not
that some who are so circumstanced would gladly be freed
from the responsibilities inseparably attached to such a
business. We would, with affectionate tenderness, invite
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all these vain amusements will be felt to be inconsistent
with the restraints of the Gospel, and incompatible with
that quietness and peace of mind which are the portion
of the watchful Christian. 1846. P. E.

6. Of the various means of allowable recreation and mental
Cautions as iMprovement placed within our reach, few call
travelling.  for the exercise ;of greater circumspection than
travelling, especially in foreign countries. In excursions, or
in tarrying at watering places, whether at home or abroad,
the time may be wasted, and the mind insensibly drawn
into habits and associations more or less undesirable or
pernicious. It especially behoves the disciple of Christ to
be careful, when thus separated from his home associations,
to maintain a course of conduct in all things consistent
with his- profession. He is not warranted in lowering the
Christian standard by doing, amongst strangers, that which
he would hesitate to do amongst his friends. Nor can he
consistently countenance, by his presence or his conformity,
either the superstitions or the follies which may prevail
around him. And we would encourage Friends, whilst thus
absent from home, and deprived of opportunities of meeting
with their brethren on the First-day of the week for the
purpose of waiting upon the Lord, not to shrink from
acting upon their own religious principles; but, at stated
times, whether alone or with their companions, to present
themselves in reverence of soul before Him. Let them
never forget that his all-seeing eye is upon them, and that,
in whatever circumstances they may be, the worship that is
“in spirit and in truth ” is his due. 1853. P. E.

7. To look upon this life as the training-school for heaven,
Musical enter-18 at once the Christian’s duty and consolation.
tainments.  The gense of his responsibilities and of his dangers
is too strong to allow him to court temptation. He has no
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time to squander upon trifles. His renewed tastes have no
relish for vain or frivolous pursuits. He asks not how near
he can approach without danger to the gaieties or amuse-
ments of the world. Rather does he seek to know how
closely he can follow that Saviour by whom the world is
crucified unto him and he unto the world. With these
views of the practical effect of the religion of Jesus, we
cannot learn without sorrow the increased interest taken by
several of our members in musical entertainments. There
are amusements (and we consider these performances to
be among them) the object of which is principally, if not
entirely, the gratification of sense, which possess a fascina-
tion sufficient more or less to withdraw the mind from
worthier objects, and the pursuit of which almost necessarily
distracts the attention from the sober realities of life and the
duties of religion. As regards those musical exhibitions in
which an attempt is made to combine religion with a certain
amount of amusement, it is hard to understand how a truly
Christian mind can allow itself to sanction the profanation
of the sacred name by attending such performances; in
which the most awful events recorded in Holy Scripture
are made the subject of professed entertainment to an
indiscriminate assembly, many of whom make no pretensions
to religion. 1854. P. E. 1860. P. E.

8. Words fail to convey our sense of the importance of
realizing the influence of the Spirit of God, in it8  Frivolous
sanctifying power, upon the habits, the affections, 2@vsements.
and even the tastes. We plead for no mere outward imitation
of that which is good, but rather for that conformity to
Christ which springs from the renewal of the mind. As the
love of God is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Spirit,
the Christian will have within him the true antidote to the
love of the world in its varying forms. The relish will
be lost for frivolous gratifications, and for amusements that

?
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have no useful object. Therefore, dear Friends, let the
limitation of the Lord’s Truth be applied, in his fear and
love, to all your pursuits, and even to your recreations. To
the watchful and loving child the gentlest restraint of the
Father’s hand or eye has the force of law. In all your
occupations and pursuits set the Lord always before you.
Have the courage to confess Him wherever you are; and

should any kind of reading, of recreation, or of indulgence,
~ that may once havc seemed allowable, be found, by experi-
ence, to impair the tenderness of your conscience, to obscure
your sense of the Divine presence, or to weaken your relish
for spiritual things, cut it off and cast it from you. 1864.
P.E. 1868. P.E. 1880. P. E.

9. Among other indications of the prevalence among us

The theatre, of the spirit of worldliness, we fear that, in some
the dance,  circles, the theatre, the dance, and the ball-room
the ballroom. .

are not altogether discountenanced. The number
may be but small, and yet we know how great is the ten-
dency to spread, even of “a little leaven ”; and when we see
those of our members, from whom greater firmness might
have been expected, sanctioning these things and mixing
with the world, apparently in its own spirit, we cannot but
tremble for the effect upon our young people. What shall
we then say ? . Will not this short direction suffice for all?
—Allow yourselves no indulgence, whether in your habits
or pursuits, in your reading, companionships, or recreations,
that shall grieve the Holy Spirit, or upon which you cannot
ask your heavenly Father’s blessing. 1881. P. E. -
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may not stimulate evil passions, are adapted to lessen the
attachment of our youth to the principles of their education,
or even to rob them of their tenderness of conscience, and to
alienate them, it may be by slow gradations, from the fear of
God. 1839. P. E. 1869. P. E.

3. One feature of our times is the spread of doubt, and
Dangerof  €VeR of extreme forms of unbelief. Many minds,
xxzf:;l eminent in literature and in the successful investi-

" gation of natural science, have, in the absorbing
pursuit of lower forms of truth, overlooked, doubted, or
denied the existence of the higher. The popular reading of
the day is more or less imbued with the views of men skilled
in negation, some of whom are even zealous in the denial of the
fundamental truths of the Christian religion. We earnestly
desire that our dear Friends may be kept from this evil.

We would caution them against all writings the tendency
of which may be to weaken their allegiance to Christ, to
create a disesteem or disrelish for Holy Scripture, or in any
other way to enfeeble their capacity for engaging with quiet
earnestness in the duties of life. And let parentsand teachers
watch carefully over the books and periodicals introduced
into the family, and seek opportunities for directing the
minds of the young to the perusal of such of the lives and
writings of our faithful Friends, and of others of the Lord’s
devoted servants, as may instruct and confirm them in the
knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, and in a course
-of heartfelt experience under the teaching of the Holy
Spirit. 1869. P. E. 1878. P. E.

4. Dear younger Friends, we feel a lively concern that
And of writ. DOR€ of you may be in anywise beguiled from the
ingsoverlook- gimplicity which is in Christ; and we would
!(';lf,.;!;?:nof affectionately desire that in your intellectual
redemption. nureuits you may be guarded against publications,
or any other vehicles of opinion, of which there are so many






118 CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. [cEAP. 1x.

launch forth into trading and worldly business beyond what
they can manage honourably and with reputatic;n; and so
that they may keep their word with all men, and that
their yea may prove yea indeed, and their nay may be nay
indeed. 1688. P. E.

3. It is earnestly desired that the payment of just debts
Debts to bo be not delayed, Aby any professing Truth, beyond
punctually  the time agreed upon; nor occasion of complaint
paid. given to those they deal with by their back-
wardness of payment where no time is limited; nor any
to overcharge themselves with too much trading and com-
“merce, beyond their capacities to discharge with a good
conscience towards all men; and that all Friends be very
careful not to contract extravagant debts, endangering the
wronging of others and their families, which some have
done to the grieving the hearts of the upright; nor to
break their promises, contracts, or agreements, in their
buying or selling, or in any other lawful affairs, to the
injuring of themselves and others, occasioning strife and
contention, and reproach to Truth and Friends. And it is
advised, that all Friends that are entering into trade, or that
are in trade, and have not stock sufficient of their own to
answer the trade they aim at, be very cautious of running
themselves into debt, without advising with some of their
experienced Friends. 1692. P. E.

4. We warn all against a most pernicious practice, too
much prevailing, which hath often issued in the

Accommoda. utter ruin of those concerned therein, viz. that of
tion Bills.  1pising and circulating a fictitious kind of paper-
credit, by what are called accommodation bills, with indorse-
ments and acceptances, to give an appearance of value
without an intrinsic reality ; a practice highly unbecoming
that uprightness which ought to appear in every member
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tempted, by the prospect of high rates of interest, to risk
The tempta- their property in hazardous engagements ; and
g‘;‘;:(ffh‘gh that they may be very careful, before making
interest. any investment, to ascertain the extent of the
responsibility involved, that their peace of mind may not be
endangered, or the cause of Truth be evil spoken of. 1849.

8. We would caution our dear Friends how they enter
the into engagements which may subject them to the
leaven of the influence and example of individuals or bodies of
world. men, whose minds are not under the regulating
power of the Truth ; lest thereby a worldly standard should
be substituted for that true tenderness of conscience which
would not only preserve from injustice in dealing, but would
lead us, in all things, to do unto others as we would that
they should do unto us. 1846. P. E.

9. Our brethren who are employed in agriculture, and

Honest those who are engaged in the various branches of
xn:;gg:rt;{ethh trade, claim our sympathy. They may be much
profita. tried by the small profits often resulting from a

course of honest industry and diligent attention to business ;
but it should never be forgotten that there is a standard of
sterling integrity set before us in the New Testament, which
the Christian trader should always keep in view. As this
is the case, he will be honourable and just in his trans-
actions; he will have a true support under all his difficulties,
and he may ask the blessing of the Lord on his efforts to
¢ provide things honest in the sight of all men.” As he
is concerned that his wants may be few, that his affection
may be set on things above, and that he may not be ensnared
by the love of money, he will escape many a bitter pang and
many an anxious toil. 1851. P. E.

10. In the Divine economy diligence in business is, im
most, cases, necessary for the supply of our ordinary wants.
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And it is the great privilege of the Christian to feel that
in the midst of earthly duty, however at times

. . . Danger of
wearisome and perplexing, he may cast all his care yordly en-
upon his Father in heaven, and humbly rely upon tanglements,

and safety
his help and blessing. Yet we desire to give a of holy

watchword, which, often as it has been repeated, moderation.
is still applicable to all—‘ Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world.” How great are the anxieties
of those who spread their sails too wide upon the sea of
commerce ; how bitter the distress which attends the wreck
of their earthly hopes. ¢ See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise ; redeeming the time.” Let
those who are setting out in life be assured that no outward
condition is more happy or blessed than that in which the
desires, bounded by the Divine will, are content with modera-
tion, satisfied with that which the Lord provides. -1865. P. E.

11. In the recollection of the many solemn warnings of the
past, we would bid all beware of that spirit which watch right
‘ hasteth to be rich,” and which so often leads those m?;;:;
who give way to it, to trade beyond their ability, to  business.
the great hurt of themselves and their families, and to the
grievous injury of others. Even where speculations may ap-
pear outwardly successful, how injurious to the Christian life is
the over-burdening of the heart with worldly cares. Be upon
the watch to know the right time for retiring from business. In
these, and in all other things, seek, both for yourselves and for

your children, to be limited by the will of God. 1872. P. E.

12. Our sympathy is awakened for those who may be
struggling under burdens little known save unto  gympathy
the Searcher of hearts; with whom the anxieties s:,‘::gﬁ";ecﬁ
of business, the care of maintaining a family, the cumstances.
weight of worldly engagements, are felt as a heavy load-
Dear Friends, your Father in heaven knoweth all your need.

He never designed that you should bear your burdens
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unaided of Him. Commit your way unto Him in humble
trust. How appropriate is the prayer, “ Let integrity and
uprightness preserve me, for I wait on Thee.” ¢ Rest in the
Lord and wait patiently for Him,” that He may guide you
by his counsel, and that you may receive from Him your
daily portion according to your need. Let care never prevail
over faith. Though some of you may think that you can do
but little for your Lord, He is honoured in a course of daily
submission, of patient continuance in well-doing, and of that
thankful trust in’ which the promise is applied, “I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 1869. P. E.

Division 2. On a frequent Inspection of Affairs and early Disclosure
of Pecuniary Difficulties.

1. We particularly advise young persons to be cautious
Caution as to 1O to enter too hastily into business, and, from
hasty entering the time of their being thus engaged, to be very
into business. ) . .

careful to make themselves well acquainted with
their annual income and expenditure. This would.be greatly
facilitated by their early adopting, and regularly pursuing,
a clear and methodical system of keeping their accounts, in
regard both to trade and domestic expenses. 1826.

2. It is earnestly recommended, that Friends frequently
Frequent inspect the state of their affairs, and, if reverses
inspection of should occur, ascertain and know for themselves
if;’;?;;;ﬁﬂu that they are fully justified, as honest, upright
accounts.  men, in going on with their business. Such an
examination would be greatly facilitated by all being very
careful to keep clear accounts ; that whether they be taken off
by death, or whether it be needful to exhibit those accounts
to others, the same may appear perspicuous and intelligible-

And we would affectionately encourage Friends who find
themselves in embarrassed, or even in doubtful circumstances,

to disclose their affairs to men of upright character, in
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whom they can confide. Such a timely procedure would, we
believe, often save the reputation of individuals, call forth
the respect and compassion of their creditors, and prevent
the keen sufferings of tender wives and innocent children,
and such reproach as, in some instances, has been brought
upon our high profession. 1782. 1819.

3. Those who hold the property of others (and this may
be said to be the case more or less with most Early dis-
who are engaged in trade) are not warranted closure of
in neglecting to inform themselves from time to diffultics
time of the real situation of their affairs. If men conceal
from their nearest connexions in life a knowledge of the
actual state of their property, they may deprive themselves
of salutary counsel and of a kind participation in trouble ;
family expenses may be incurred, and subsequent distress
may ensue, which might have been avoided. 1826.

4. Friends in struggling or embarrassed circumstances are
cautioned to be particularly careful not to pay Against

. . fraudulent
one creditor in preference to another. 1782. preference.

Division 3. Counsel to those in Insolvent Circumstances.

1. It is the sense and judgment of this Meeting, if any
fall short of paying their just debts, and a compo- Payment of
sition be made with their creditors to accept of debts infull

. . . ithstand-
‘a part instead of the whole, that, notmthstanmngngﬁzlcompzsi- :

the parties may be legally discharged of any :i?divtf::
obligation to pay the remainder, yet the principle

of universal righteousness enjoins full satisfaction to be
made, if ever the debtors are of ability. And in order that
such may the better retrieve their circumstances, we exhort
them to submit to a manner of living in every respect the

most conducive to this purpose. 1759. P, E.



124 ' CHRISTIAN PRACTICE. [cHAP. Ix.

2. For you, dear Friends, who from whatever cause are
Advice to  Prought into pecuniary difficulties, and for your
live tzwor& families, we feel an earnest desire that you may
altered cir- e preserved from yielding to the peculiar temp-

% tations incident to your situation ; that you may be
enabled to make a right use of your trials, and that, through
the help of the Lord, these trials may work together " for
your good. We believe that your comfort and peace of
mind, and your future success in life, will be materially
promoted by a willingness to come down at once to the true
level which your altered circumstances require. 1848. P. E.

Division 4. Advice as to the Making of Wills.

1. Knowing how quickly many are removed by death,
Wills tobe it 18 Weightily recommended that care be taken in
made in time each Monthly Meeting that Friends who have
of health . . .
and sound  estates to dispose of, by will or otherwise, be
judgment. 5 4vised to make their wills in time of health and
strength of judgment ; to prevent the inconveniences, loss
and trouble that may fall upon their relations and friends
through their dying intestate. Making wills in due time
can shorten no man’s days, but the omission or delay
thereof has proved very injurious to many. 1691. 1695. P. E.
1703. P. E.

2. Recommended, that Friends who have young children
Guardians 40 in their wills appoint faithful Friends to be
for infants.  oyardians to them till they come to the age of
twenty-one years. 1706.

3. Advised, that Friends in making their wills have a
Observing strict regard to justice and equity, and be not
]ush:e and actuated by caprice and prejudice, to the injury
:}?IZ;..,.K of those who may have a reasonable expectation

ed advice.£;om their kindred and near connexion ; that none

(although occasion may have been given or taken) carrv any
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of you are entrusted with large possessions. May you seek
for large supplies of grace and of heavenly wisdom. Leave
it not to your successors to distribute that which you ought
to dispense yourselves. Let all, whatever be their circum-
stances, cultivate, from early years, the spirit of true liberality,
according to their means. “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth.” Let nothing be given to self or
to the world which ought to be given to Him. Neglect
no opportunity of doing good, seeing that “to him that
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”
1849. P. E. 1870. P. E. 1872. P. E. 1877. P. E.

8. Habits of industry and thrift, important as they are
in themselves, obviously tend to an increase of

I,f:,fe;f,nd worldly possessions, and lead without great watch~
;°{)Ldlgm°;";r_fulness to undue accumulation, which, in its turn,
atg%dhzt?ove is apt to foster ease and self-indulgence, ending,
in so many cases, in spiritual lethargy and death.

Nor does the temptation arise only from the ¢ deceitfulness
of riches.” ¢ The care of this world,” with its distrust, un-
thankfulness and anxious forebodings, is a canker-worm
that eats into the very vitals of the soul, whilst to all,
of every age and class, the friendships, the pursuits and
the allurements of the world offer themselves in many a
captivating form ; and, where the mind has been more or
less cultivated, under many a specious guise of taste and
refinement. For all these things the love of Christ, pro-
ducing love to Him, is the only efficient corrective. This
love, unselfish, large-hearted and spiritually wise, sheds its
heavenly radiance upon all the circumstances in which the
child of the Lord can be placed. It leads him always to give
the precedence to the things of the kingdom, and enables him,
in the necessary attention to the affairs of this life, to keep
within the limitations of his Father’s will. It is this which
preserves him in spiritual health, quick of understanding in
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larger stewardship has been committed, be largely liberal in
‘proportion to their means. 1858. P. E. 1869. P. E.

SECTION VI.—COUNSEL TO EMPLOYERS.

1. A religious care is recommended toward our servants ;
Religious  UDat all appearance of pride, -idleness, and vain

eligious
interest in  conversation in them may be discouraged, and
SrANS. that they may be exhorted to attend public
worship, and have a sense of God’s love upon their spirits,
and therein partake of the sweetness of Truth; and, in the
discharge of their duty to God and to their masters and
mistresses, know peace in themselves. 1718. 1861.

2. We earnestly entreat that it may be the constant care
For whom of all masters and mistresses properly to teach,
account must restrain and example those whom Providence
bo rendered. 1o th placed under them for their help, direction,
and preservation, and for whom an account must be rendered ;

bringing them up in the fear of the Lord. 1760. P. E.

3. May those who employ servants, whether professing
Delight in with us or not, sympathize with them in their
ﬁ;: i::: labours, delight to render them happy, and seek

for that disposition that can lead them along as
fellow-travellers in the road to the city of God. Various
are the means by which this may be attempted. The
principal one certainly is, the keeping of the mind attentive
to the discoveries of Truth-; and we desire that servants may
be made partakers of the benefits resulting from the practice
of reading the.Scriptures in the family, and from opportunities
of religious retirement. 1805. P. E. 1883.

4. Our solicitude has at this time been awakened for our .,
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attending a hasty and unadvised movement of this kind:
our safety consists in being willing to commit all our ways
to the Most High. In regard to this subject, as well as
to every other important undertaking connected with the
affairs of this life, we desire to remind our dear Friends of
the gracious promise to those who seek first the kingdom
-of God and his righteousness, even that all things necessary
shall be added. 1839.

2. We would entreat those who may establish themselves
Responsibilityld Dewly settled countries to reflect upon the
mg’:‘ responsibility which attaches to them, when they
heathen.  are the neighbours of uncivilized and heathen
tribes. It is an awful but indisputable fact, that most
settlements of this description, besides dispossessing the
natives of their land without equivalent, have hitherto been
productive of incalculable injury to the moral and physical
condition of the native races ; which have been thereby more
or less reduced in numbers, and in some instances completely
exterminated. Earnestly, therefore, do we desire that all
those under our name, who may emigrate to such settle-
ments, may be careful neither directly nor indirectly to inflict
injury upon the natives, but that they may, on the contrary,
in their whole conduct, exhibit the practical character of that
religion which breathes ¢ Glory to God in the highest; on
earth peace, good will toward men.” As this is their aim,
they will not only exert themselves to check the evils which
are but too generally inflicted by the whites upon their
feebler neighbours, but will be solicitous to do their part
in endeavouring to diffuse amongst them the blessings of
Christianity and civilization ; which will prove the best
means of preventing their extermination, and of raising
them to the full enjoyment of their rights. 1840.



-CHAPTER X.
CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY.

SeCTION I.—Government of Christ in the Church as opposed to
Ecclesiastical or Human Assumption.

Division 1. Ecclesiastical Assumption and Claims.

2. Liberty of Conscience. 3. National Fasts and

Rejoicings.
» IL—On_Oaths.
y» III.—On War.

» IV.—On Slavery and the Slave Trade.
» V.—Burials and Mourning Habits.

SECTION I.—ECCLESIASTICAL ASSUMPTION.,

1. WE believe that the refusal of all ecclesiastical demands
was laid upon our forefathers as a testimony against ., estimony
the corruptionsiof the Church, and to the spiritual of our
reign and’government of Christ ; and that, in the prodeccseces.
patient endurance of persecution in consequence of this part
of their Christian profession, they were evidently owned of
their Lord. 1841. P. E.

2. Our testimony against tithes and forced maintenance in
this Gospel day, being received from Christ our The
Head and High Priest, is not of our own making testimony

. . s not ours, but
or imposing, nor from the tradition of men, but received
what we have from Him by whose Divine power Tom Christ.
we were raised up to be a people, and by which we have

been preserved to this day; knowing that this ministry and
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establishment by law of one system of faith and observance
as the recognized religion of the state, and a legal provision
for the use of all the sects into which a nation may be
divided, appear to us to be both unwarranted ; the former as
being an assumption of exclusive rule, the latter as treating
the great questions of religion as matters of indifference.
1845. P. E. 1861.

5. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
The freedom of Gospel ministry, and the liberty of all the
Testimony to living members of the Christian Church to exercise
liberty for  the gifts bestowed upon them by its Holy Head,
the exercise . . .
of spiritual have been among the most prominent testimonies

of our religious Society. In the fear of God, our
early Friends protested against the exercise of authority over
conscience in matters between man and his Creator, and
against the assumption by any one individual, to act as the
soleagent for the people intheir assemblies for Divine worship.
‘We believe that this arrangement, by which the conducting
of services in a Christian congregation rests with the minister,
and the hearers are precluded from the exercise of spiritual
gifts in the public worship of God, is a departure from
primitive Christianity. In regard to these things, beloved
Friends, accept the word of earnest exhortation : “Stand fast
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 1843. P. E.

6. In withdrawing the Query on the subject of ecclesi-
L astical demands, and in discontinuing the returns
Reiteration . . . . .
of the testi- of distraints, we think it right to make the
:{;ﬁ:ﬁng following statement. For many years after the
the Query  pagsing of the Tithe Commutation Act* our
on eccle- .
‘-iimtica:il‘s members, as a body, declined the payment of
% what in its commuted form was, at the time,
generally believed by them to be, both in its root and

* Statute 6 and 7 William IV, c. 71, A.D. 1836.
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no place in the New Testament. The invitation, « Come
unto me,—I will give you rest,” is free from all priestly
intervention. * Whosoever will,” may come immediately
to Him the Almighty Saviour. The work of the ministry
of the Gospel is not limited to any particular class or order
of men; neither is'worship dependent upon the presence
of an outward minister. Wherever the two or the three
are truly gathered in the name of Christ, there is He “in
the midst of them ”; and there is a Church. How unsafe
is that condition of mind which associates Christian worship
with pomp and ceremony ; or that can view it as a gorgeous
spectacle or an outward show. “ God that made the world
and all things therein, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands.” The Most High cannot be worshipped by proxy.
He looketh at the heart, and requires heart-service in humble
dedication to Him.

The union of the Church with the State derives no support
from the New Testament. It involves the intrusion of the
secular power into spiritual concerns, which are not within
its rightful province. It is an unwarrantable interference
with the rights of conscience, and with the prerogative of the
great Head of the Christian Church. With these convictions
we cannot but earnestly desire that Friends everywhere
may continue to bear a faithful and open testimony against
hierarchical systems in every form. May they seek to avail
themselves of every right opportunity to promote sound
Scriptural views on this great subject among their fellow-
Christians, and in the world at large; and seek for grace
and wisdom to take their part in the winning of souls to
Christ, in accordance with those precious principles of his
free Gospel which we assuredly believe to be adapted for
all. 1875.
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plainly a contradiction in terms under that dispensation in
which, according to the declaration of our Lord Himself, they
that worship the Father ¢ must worship Him in spirit and
in truth.” And, in our apprehension, every assembly which
is held, with open doors, for the sole purpose of the public
worship of God, ought to be free from all interruption or
molestation, and is entitled to the protection of the ecivil
power. 1856. 1878.

3. It is our conviction—a conviction which is, we submit,
abundantly confirmed by the past history and .. liberty
present condition of Great Britain and of the g;atly oon-
other nations of Europe—that the thorough  welfare of
maintenance of the principles of true liberty of nations.
conscience greatly contributes to the temporal as well as the
spiritual welfare of nations. It promotes the increase among
them of the number of upright and faithful subjects and
citizens,—men fearing God and discharging their various
duties to his glory, and to the benefit of their country.
These are the men who are the real strength of the Govern-
ment under which they live, and who afford a security to
the State which nothing else can equally confer. 1856.
1878.

10



CHAPTER X.
(Continued.)
CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY.

\

SECTION IIL.—NATIONAL FASTS AND REJOICINGS.

1. ADVISED, that Friends keep to-their wonted example and
:ﬁs:ii::: super- testimony against the-superstitious observance
vance of days. of days. 1691. P. E.

2. It is well known that we regard it as a Christian
Days of testimony, to refrain from uniting in many of
thanksgiving. those demonstrations of joy which prevail on
occasions of public rejoicing. They not unfrequently lead
to practices inconsistent with that meek and quiet spirit
which should clothe the disciple of Jesus, and they are
often an inlet to excesses which estrange the mind from
God. Tt is not in this way that we should manifest our
gratitude for national blessings; but by endeavouring,
through redeeming love and power, to live more and more
in the spirit of the Gospel, and thus to hold out an example
of genuine Christian conduct. 1814. P. E. 1861.

3. We believe that at times the Lord is pleased, in an
National  €special manner, to visit nations by his judgments,
faste. and that they call for deep humiliation before
Him, and for that repentance which includes a real turning
away from all our evil works. This was the great feature
of that memorable fast which obtained the Divine favour for
Nineveh, after the prophet had been sent to pronounce its
destruction. The true and acceptable fast to the Lord was
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in matrimonial causes, Ireland . 7. 34 & 85 Vict., c. 49, ss. 14, 19.
in English informations and pro-
ceedings at law on revenue
side of exchequer, England . E. 28 & 29 Vict., c. 104, ss. 22, 35.
in criminal proceedings, England
andIreland . . . . EJ 24 &25Vict,c. 66
in civil or criminal proceedings,
Scotland .« . .8 28&29Vict,c.9
By jurors in civil or criminal proceedings, objecting from conscientious
motives to take oath ; statement thereof in legal proceedings : —
E. 6 & 7 Vict,, c. 85,s. 2.
England : {E 30 & 31 Vict,, c. 35, s 8.
Scotland . . . . . 8 31& 32 Vict,ec. 39.
I. 6 & 7 Vict., c. 85,8, 2.
Ireland I. 31 & 32 Vict, c. 5.
By persons required to take oath
of allegiance, official oath,
" or judicial cath., . . 31 & 32 Vict, c. 72, 8. 11.
‘Words “oath,” ¢ “swear,” affida-
vit,” in all Acts to include
affirmation, declaration, af-
firming, and declaring . 13 & 14 Vict,, c. 21, 5. 4.

N.B.—The foregoing schedule does not include certain enactments
relating to persons objecting to take oaths, or objected to as incom-
petent to take them, on the ground of want of religious belief. It
must also be borne in mind that there are still (speaking in the year
1883) special cases to which the Acts enumerated do not extend, as,
for example, the admission to practise as a Solicitor, in which legal
effect is not allowed to the affirmation of individuals not being either
Friends or Moravians or Separatists, who have a conscientjous objection
to the taking of an oath.
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prosperity at his disposal, than by contributing, all that
in us lies, to increase the number of meek, humble, self-
denying Christians.

Guard against placing your dependence on fleets and
armies; be peaceable yourselves, in words and actions, and
pray to the Father of the universe that He would breathe
the spirit of reconciliation into the hearts of his erring and
contending creatures. 1804. P. E. 1805. P. E.

8. We hail, as a symptom of the spread of more enlightened
International VieWs, many -instances in later years in which
arbitration.  gisputes between nations have been settled by
arbitration, and not by recourse to the anti-Christian
practice of war. May a sense of the wisdom and true policy
of arbitration increase, until it shall become the ultimate
rule for the determination of such differences. And O!
that all nations professing the name of Christ may be
brought, by the light of his Spirit, to see that in having
recourse to arms to settle disputes, and in gratifying the love
of conquest and power, they give occasion for his holy name
to be blasphemed by Mahometans and Pagans. 1846. P. E.

9. If war is to be prevented, the spirit from which war
Against the Proceeds must be excluded. As with individuals,
war spirit. 5o with nations, the beginnings of strife must be
watchfully guarded against. To give occasion of offence or
jealousy to the governments or to the inhabitants of other
countries, whether by imputing evil motives, by needless
alarms of invasion, or by anything approaching to a hostile
attitude, is inconsistent alike with Christian duty and with
true patriotism. May the members of our religious Society
be so watchful over their thoughts, their words, and their
actions, as not only to be themselves preserved from the
contagion of a martial spirit, but to be enabled, by
example and by precept, to do their full part towards
counteracting it.
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11. We continue to uphold the testimony, which we believe
Notashameq U0 De that of Christ Himself, against all war. To
gmony be ashamed of this testimony would be, in our

judgment, to be ashamed of our Lord. We do
not believe that He has enjoined what is impracticable, nor
that there is any release from the obligation to act out what
He has enjoined. In this matter we feel bound to use great
plainness of speech, and, in the face of all past and present
discouragements, to assert our belief that a time will surely
come when the wars of our day will be looked back upon as
a barbarism lingering in the midst of assumed civilization
and professed Christianity. Meanwhile we hold it to be
true patriotism to do all that in us lies towards averting
~ from our beloved country any share in the calamity 'and

guilt of war. 1878. P. E.
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meekness and charity, which is the unchangeable nature and
glory of true Christianity. 1758. P. E.

3. We lament the slow progress in this country of the
Not despairing®@use of our fellow-men, the oppressed black
:‘f x people, but we do not despair of its success: and

we desire Friends may never suffer the cause to
cool on their minds, through the delay which the opposition
of interested men hath occasioned in this work of justice and
mercy ; but rather be animated to consider that, the longer
the opposition remains, the more necessity there is, on the
side of righteousness and benevolence, for steadiness, per-
severance, and continued breathing of spirit to the God and
Father of all, who formed of one blood all the families of

the earth. 1793. P. E.

4. We would express our thankfulness for an event which
.. concerns not us only, but incalculable multitudes
mﬁg of our fellow-creatures, our fellow-possessors of
of theslae  the faculty of reasom, our fellow-objects of the
ng;g:le ' redemption which comes by Christ. We scarcely
need name the abolition of the slave trade. We

view it as one of the most important acts of public, national
righteousness, which ever dignified the councils of any
government ; and our minds have been directed in secret
prayer to the Almighty Parent of the universe, that He
may be pleased to regard this kingdom for good, and direct
its future councils to such further acts of justice and mercy
as may promote his glory, in the harmony of his rational

creation. 1807. P. E.

5. The bill for the abolition of slavery in the British
Abolition of colonies, which was before Parliament when we
mm last met, has passed into a law ; and on the first
dominions.  of the Eighth Month, 1834, slavery is to cease in
the colonies of Great Britain. Some provisions are attached
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effectually to reach the hearts of all involved in these abomina-
tions, bringing them into fear before Him, and causing the
bonds of iniquity to be broken, and righteousness to flow down
as a mighty stream. May it consist with His will to hasten
this day. 1849.

8. The subject is so vast, and of such manifold atrocity,
The atrocity that we think that even the history of the whole
:)?éis%:‘irg of world does not furnish a parallel to its crime.
tradeand ~ We deem it scarcely possible for a man of the
slavery. most comprehensive mind fully to possess himself
of the extent of the evil. The Lord alone doth know, none
but the Infinite Mind can comprehend, the individual and the
aggregate sufferings of those subjected to these enormities.
God alone can reach the heart and awaken the conscience.
It is our strong desire—we speak with reverence and fear
—it is our prayer, that He may bring every one to a sense
of his own share in the guilt, and that, ceasing from his
iniquity, the condemnation resting upon the man-stealer
and upon those who trade in the persons of men may no
longer attach itself to any one bearing the name of a
Christian; and that the slaveholder, whether he be more
or less involved in the sin of oppression, may be brought
to act in obedience to the law of impartial and uncom-
promising equity, and, without hesitation and without delay,
restore to immediate and unconditional freedom every slave
that he holds in bondage. 1849.*

* The address from which the foregoing is an extract was presented
by a deputation from the Yearly Meeting to the various governments in
Europe, in the course of the years 1849-53. A deputation of four Friends,
of whom the late Wm. Forster was one, proceeded to the United States in
the summer of 1853, and presented the address to many of the state
governors; in the course of which visit Wm. Forster died in East Tennessee,
on the 27th of the 1st month, 1854. The address, with the reports on its
presentation, are printed in a little volume of ¢ Addresses and Papers
illustrative of Christian Principle or Testimony, issued by or on behalf of
the Yearly Meeting.” London, 1868.






CHAPTER X.

(Continued.)

CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY.

SECTION VIL.—BURIALS AND MOURNING HABITS.

1. ApviseD against imitating the vain custom of wearing

A%&imﬁ or giving mourning, and &all extravagant expenses
mourni.
a.pps.ref18 about the interment of the dead. 1724.

2. It is advised that women Friends should not be induced,
Women by the desire to imitate prevailing customs or
Friends en-  otherwise, to refrain from attending the burial
couraged to . . .
be present at of their relations, agreeably to the practice of
fanerals. our worthy predecessors, and as a becoming

token of respect to the deceased. 1782. 1861.

3. Our attention has been turned to the practice of
Mourning wearing mourning garments on the occasion of
apparel the decease of relatives and friends; and we
discouraged- g concerned to offer an affectionate caution
to our members against this obvious conformity to the
vain and oppressive customs of the world. It tends to
occupy the thoughts with useless and frivolous subjects,
at a time when it is peculiarly important that nothing
should interfere with those precious visitations of the love
of God to the soul which often, in an especial manner,
accompany the afflictive dispensations of the Most High
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Caution respecting investment .......c..cceeerunees
Caution against suretyships....ccccevueeniennerenenenns
Moderation in pursuit of .......ccccovieiieiianiinns ceeeen
To watch for the right time to retire ...c.ceeevvrenneee.
Sympathy with those in struggling circumstances
Caution as to hasty entering into .....ccceceeerennenns
Frequent inspection into state of ........ cerereanes
Counsel in reference to bankruptcy ........ccceeeeens
Early disclosure of difficulties .....c.cceeeennriennirennes
Care for young men engaged as travellers............

(See DEBTS, EXPENDITURE.)

CariTaL PunisaMENT, Awful responsibility of ............
CerREMONIES. (See RITES AND CEREMONIES.)
CHANGE OF HEART, Call t0 .ccovveivirnnrnrerenieirnenenenens
CHILDREN. (See Youna.)
CarisT JESUs, Belief in, as the beloved and only
begotten Son of God..... Creeenterieeaceneanns
The Propitiation for the sins of the world............
The Word of God become perfect Man ......... s
His light cecvevniiniiiiiiieniiniiiiiiiiiiicnnnaee. coerenens
His coming foretold in the Old Testament .........
Mediator of the New Covenant ......ccceeeueene
George Fox respecting His cry on the Cross.........
Every command to be obeyed ........... creeesenntenens
His Headship ...covevverininiiiiieicnennes ceeeeesieanens
Subjection to ............ reveneeens Y .
Life from, in, and for......ccccceieeennne ceretrtesatacraans
The true Sanctuary .........cceeeeee ceerencenarencanes
His government opposed to ecclesiastical assump-
tion ieveviiniiiiieiieiie, cosesesectseccecasesanane
His Kingdom not of this world .........ccceeeueee
CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION pure and spiritual...............
CHRISTIAN'S LIFE an aggressive warfare.................
CHRISTIAN TEsSTIMONY. (See ECCLESIASTICAL ASSUMP-
TION, Fasts AND REJOICINGS, LIBERTY OF
CONSBCIENCE, MOURNING APPAREL, OATHS,
Svavery, TiTHES, WAR.)
CHURCH AND STATE, Union of......... ceeeenneeee teeeerences .
Civi. GOVvERNMENT, Christian life in relation to .........
To be obeyed where conscience is not infringed ...
Crvin OrFices, Cautionary advice as to taking............

PAGE
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INDEX.

ComMERCIAL TRAVELLERS, Sympathy with ...............

Young, to be cared for ........ccoceveiiiieneniininiinnnne.
COMMUNION WITH GOD .cocvecnceraresecrsensusasasacessososnsess
CONSISTENCY OF CONDUCT....cceututnrnrsesnrersnsesasasasnsnnes
CoNTROVERSY, Religious, caution against ..................
CovENANTS, NEW AND OLD, compared .........eeceeeuuenes
CoVETOUSNESS, To beware of ......ccccccvverecrncnennenneens
CreDITORS, Fraudulent preference of ........ccceeuvvennenees

Davs, Superstitious observance of ........ccocoveuiniininnnns

DeaTte PoNisEMENT, Awful responsibility of ............

DEeBTs to be punctually paid .....c.cceevniiiniiiiiiininnnn,
To be paid notwithstanding legal discharge .........

DEep1caTION, Whole-hearted .......cceuvevenieinenenenenannnnes

DEepPorRTMENT, Truth and plainness in.......ccccevveeennnnnns

Di1rrFERENCES to be avoided ......cccoevuvinniininnninniinnnnne,

DILIGENCE, Motives 0 ...c.ccvvreniinniiniiieniienncnnniinnnnn,

DiversioNs. (See AMUSEMENTS.)

DriNkiNg CusTous, Influence of example in respect of
Individual responsibility in reference to ............
(See TEMPERANCE.)

Dress, Pride and excess in .........coeeeeieiniiiiiieniicnnenn,
Moderation in ee.ceeeeiieiiiiniiiiiiiinnininiie.
(See MOURNING APPARELL.)

DurTies, To be performed as services to Christ .........
(0 38 1) N
Not to be sacrificed to inclination ...........cceeeeenee
Towards the sick and the poor..........ccuueiivrnnnnenn.

EccrLesiastica.  AssumprioN opposed to Christ’s
gOVernmeDnt ....ceeviieniiiiiiiiiicie e
True ground of testimony against .....................
In the present day .....oceevvveniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinnnas
EpucaTioN. (See PARENTS, ScHOOL MASTERS AND
MIiSTRESSES.)
ELecTIONS, Caution in reference to disorders at .........
EMIGRANTS, AdVICE H0 tvervrerenirncnrernceneenenranerenaeennns
Their responsibility toward uncivilized neighbours
EMPLOYERS, Counsel 10 cuvveviiuininieiniiiecinrnceceneeenencnnee
ETERNAL JUDGMENT, DOCEIING Of vevcvvveeeeeeernreeeserereeens
EvIDENCE, Caution as to giving .......cccoveveiinnene e
Summary of laws in reference t0....ceevueeuernnnns
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170 INDEX.

PAGE
ExpENDITURE, Undue, deprecated ......ccoccevvneriennnnees 106
Expensive HaBrrs impediments to the exercise of
CRATIEY «eveeererrerenrerennassersesesessesssessaenenes 126
Faviies, HEADS OF, counsel 0 «e.cceueceeiieneienncnnnnes 8of
FauiLy, The, waiting on the Lord in ....cccoveeaeeene vereens 81
Honouring the Lord in ......ccoccviiiiecieneiinnneecennes 87
The cradle of the Church ......ccccceiieniincincrainncnns 88
Fasts axp RrJorcings, National, testimony against... 146f
FrLrowsHIP, Christian, blessedness of ....cccceececereenne . 72

Ficrrriots Parer CURRENCY, The perniciousness of ... 118
FIrsT-pAY of the week, privileges and right occupation  102f

ForaIveness, The excellence of the spirit of............... 69
The example and precept of Christ...ccccoeuvceeenennns 71
(See Love.)

FruGaALITY AND INDUSTRY inculcated ..... ceeenncennane ceeeee 120

FuneraLs, Women encouraged to attend .......cccoeeueeee 164
Deviations from simplicity at, discouraged ......... 164
(See MOURNING APPAREL.)

FurniTurg, Simplicity and plainness in  .....cceceveeeenns 126

GIFT of God, The, to be stirred Up .....cccecerrvercarennns 65

GIFTS AND STEWARDSHIPS in the Church.........ccc.cuuee.. 58f
Ministry of the Gospel .......cccceuieienrennccrecerencnnes 58f
General advice on faithfulness ........ccceeenueeiennnenes 59
Their diversity ...cccececiieiiinniieiieiiiiceiiiniinnnees 59
Extracts from G. Fox's Epistles on importance of

faithfulness .......cccccvmruciennniiiininniennnenicennnes 64f.
Their freedom of exercige ....c.cceeeeeenieniencieerannnes 140

GospEL, The, a message of glad tidings ......cccooveueeennes 16
To be preached to every creature.........cceeeeverenenne 68
All to be diligent in preaching .....ccccccueeuunes reeneees 64

GOVERNMENT. (See CIVIL GOVERNMENT.)

GRAVESTONES, Costly, objected to ......... teeencesesasannes 165

GuUARDIANS for Infants to be appointed by will............ 124
(See MARRIAGE.)

Heaps oF FaMiLies, Counsel $0 .....ccceuuueieniiniicinneene. . 80f

HEeART, Change of, call t0 ....couivviiniiiiiniieiiiiiieiiennns 97

HEeaTHEN, Responsibility of colonists towards ............ 186

Hovry ScRIPTURES. (See ScripTuREs, THE HoLy.)
HovLy Seirit, The. (See Seirit, THE HoLy.)
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INDEX.

INDUSTRY AND FRUGALITY inculcated .......ccccevvuneennnnnt
INNs. (See PusLic-Housks.)
INSOLVENCY. (See BUSINESS.)
INTEREST, High rates of, deprecated .......ccc.coeennnnnnnn.

Jesus CHRIST.. (See CHRIST JBSUS.)

JewisE CEREMONIES abrogated by the Christian dispen-
F-T:11 T ) + R s RN

JUDGMENT, A great day of, belief in ....c..cccverennnnnnne,

LaNaGuaGE, Truth and plainness in .....cc.ccuveeenvennnenneee
LIBERALITY inculcated ........... teecreretetestcnstencnsenansenn
In active benevolence.......covuvieeerecrncecenrenreceaenns

Its connection with personal moderation ............
Christian love the true ground of........cc.ceevennneeen
LiBeRTY oF CONSCIENCE, Christian testimony on .........
Not a licence t0 do Wrong........ccevieurereneceenninennes
Contributes to welfare of nations.........ccecoevveenenees

LiTeraTURE. (See Books.)

LicaT oF CHRIST. (See CHRIST JESUS.)

Love one towards another ............cc.e... ceereireaen
Its paramount duty ...... crerernierniraeenaieetteranes
Founded on love to Christ....ccceeeeriernerieenncrennnnnns
To be sought in humility .......ccceeeveiiinniiennnennene.
To be striven after, and forgiveness ..................
Grounded on love to God ............... Ceerereeeeenene
In the Church ....ceuciiiniiniiininiieiiiiiiecieiinnnennenen.
To God an instinet of the renewed nature............
To Christ leaving no room for love of the world ...

»»  counteracts love of money and worldly care
(See FoRGIVENESS.)
. LUXURY t0 be avoided......cccovernuriiniinnciirininniniennennnnes

MaarsTERIAL OFFICES, Counsel as to undertaking ......
Man accountable to God only, in things of God .........
MARRIAGE, Counsel 88 0 ..covevereieiininieiereienenrncannnnnns
A Divine ordinance .......cc.cccvereeriiieiienniraeiinne.
Cautions on entering on..........coeevvniiencrnenirnnnnne.
Its influence for good or evil........ceeuvvriinnniriennnnns
Not to be unduly delayed by over carefulness ......

70

72

101
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128
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172 INDEX.

PAGE PARB.
MARRIAGE (continued)—

Luxury and pride to be avoided ........ PN 7 4
To be with consent of parents or guardians ......... 78 5
Too early procedure- after death of previous

husband or wife ....cceeeeeunes N 78 6
Money not the first consideration ..... ceseernsenerans . 78 7
A religious act not a mere civil contract ............ 78 8
Of first cousing ......c.ceeueue RN 79 9

MASTERS AND MISTRESSES ceeeeveerrrrereeeceeeneeneenneeneecens . 180 if
Accountable for care of Servants .......ooeereeereriinns . 180 2
Should delight in the true happiness of servs.nts .. 180 8
(See AssIsTANTS.)

MeETINGS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP ....... ceeerenane verereeneans 81f 1f
General testimony ........cccoveennniiiecnnenne cerreernenan 81 1
Not to forsake .....ccceervennnes covesonnsecnncs cerseenaerenees 82 2
To watch against an earthly spirit in .........coouueee . 82 8
Though silent, not to be neglected ............. creeenne 83 4
Diligent waiting in .....c..... cessereresanasesarssnsasenas 83 5
Dependence on Christ alone in......coveeeeereeeneneens . 33 6
Caution in judging ministry in......ccceeeeeennnnene e 84 6
Let things of God be first in.....c.cceeerereeeenees 34 7
Preparation of heart in ..... ceeenernsrnnnns veresensennane . 85 8
Diligent attendance of ......ccceerreeiiirnncrerennierecnns 85 9
Punctuality in attending ...... cresseatctanienniettaneeans 36 10
Arrangements for the young to attend .............. . 86 11
Encouragement to attend one’s own ........ceeuueeee. 36 12
Right attitude of soul in ................. ceeseennnenenees 87 18
Pure worship under the Gospel in ....ccccoerrunveennne 87 14
Spiritual offerings in .uceeecerrieenierenieinieinniienenenns 88 15
Expectant faith in and danger of self-imposed

silence N .iiicecienieiiiiieiiiiiiiiiien. 88 16
Mid-week and small to be attended..........ccceuvvnnee. 39 171
Living and united worship in ......cccoceeeuiirennnneee 40 19
Servants and apprentices to be encouraged to

attend ...occciiiiiiiiniiiiiiiicaee ceerennens . 182 [
(See RiTeEs AND CEREMONIES.)

MEess1aH, The, coming foretold and fulfilled ............... 11

MINISTERS, Counsel 0 ccceviviiiecieirecencnerennacns veeerenene 55 3
To be diligent in visiting meetings ..ccceeeeeiennranenas 55 4
Not publicly to judge or contradict each other...... 55 5
To keep to sound Words....coeeeerenincennsnecrnicanceanes 56 (]
Young, to be watched over and advmed ............... 56 7
Not to move in their own will ........... cerennteeseanes . 56 8
To avoid censorious judgments ........ ceeesssennssnnee 56 9



INDEX.

MiINISTERS (continued)—
To duly arrange outward affairs .......ccecevenienieenes
Short or simple offerings of, not to be despised ...
Sympathy for, encouraged ........ ceerereseniee e
To study soundness clearness and brevity .........
Need for watchfulness and humility ..............
Not to hide their talent ..c...ccceevieeenuciinneciennnnnnnes
To stir up the gift and awake to nghteousness ......
MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL, The...ccoceevrnrnrnrararnrecenannnnn
Tt8 freeness eeveereeceniirnniiinnirnniieniiieiiienienniennnne
Appointed by and dependent on Christ alone ......
True qualification for.......cceeieiriiiiniieniieaniennaees
MissioN WoRK, Need of spiritual wisdom in...............
MissioN WoRrkgERs, Encouragement 60 .......cceuvveennnnes
MODERATION..ceuutrueerrareerssrnssenserscresssanseesssensssnanes
In pursuit of business.....ceceuerenereniinirenceniinennnnees
In dress and other personal expenditure ............
(See BusiNess, Dress.)
MonEey, The love of, to be counteracted by love of
Christ and by Christian bountifulness .........
MoTHER, The Christian, importance of her influence ...
MourNING APPAREL advised against ......ccceeveeieenenns
(See Dress, FUNERALS.)
Mounicrear OFFices, Cautionary advice in reference to
Music. (See AMUSEMENTS.)

NATIONAL FASTS AND REJOICINGS .ccvevvnennnnanne teeereetenens
NEGRO APPRENTICESHIP, Abolition of .......cceeuveeinininnns
(See SLAVERY.)

Oaras, Christian testimony against..........c... ceraeneneanes
Affirmation accepted by legislature in lieu of ......
Summary of laws in reference t0.....cccceeurenennnnne.

" OFFENCE, Occasions of, to be avoided........... verrrerereene

Private conference to be preferred in case of ......

PAReNTs and Heads of Families, Counsel to...... cerranee
To pray with and for their families.......c..ccceeueennns
To be faithful to their charge ......c.cccovvuirvnenannnes
To neglect no opportunity of instructing children
To seek heavenly rather than earthly riches.........
To wait on God in the family circle ......c.coeveuneee
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174 INDEX.

PareNTs and Heads of Families (continued)—

To guard against pernicious reading and conversa-

710« RN
To inculcate fear of God a.nd knowledge of Scnpture
To train in the habit of attending religious meetings
Early to instruct in Holy Scripture ..... ceeeneee
Fathers and mothers to labour together...............
Firmness needful and is endearing .....coceeveeeneeenns
To cherish a tender conscience in children .........
To lead children t0 JesUS vuuverienirrnnnerrieanennnnens
To guard against self-indulgent habits ....cveeeeeeees
To impress fear and love of God on children ......
Responsible for their children’s training ............
To honour the Lord in the family ..........cceeeeeenns
Their influence and responsibility ..........ccccee....
The family the cradle of the Church .......ccceeueeues
(See Youna.)

Peace, Faithfulness to principles of ........cccceeeuniennnee
Its transcendent excellency ...........coveeennns
(See ARBITRATION, WAR.)

PEACEMAKER, The blessed office of .....c.ceeeuneenns ceeeraene

PECUNIARY DIFFICULTIES, Advice to those in....c..cc.cceees
Should lead to reduced expenditure ..........ceeueees
(See BuUSINESS.)

PrILANTHROPIC UNDERTAKINGS, Caution in reference to

PLAINNESS AND MODERATION inculcated .................
Poogr, The, to be considered....... Cettreesecsteatactrecnaee
Praver with and for our families an mcumbent duty
And praige ...ccieeeccieeiiiiiiiieieeee,
Continuance in “v..cceeecennnnees R .
The heart to be opened to the spirit of ...........

(See PRIVATE RETIREMENT.)
PrIDE AND ExcEss IN APPAREL testified against .........
PRINCE OF PEACE, Faithfulness to the government of the

PrIvaTE RETIREMENT and Prayer .........cccceeeiennenns
Waiting on the Lord in «...cccuuveenneee RN
Family worship ..... cereasrseeiseranine creennes ceeensencnns .
Privilege of ......eeeeunee Ceeerreteeneeenisannes ceeeeenneen .
The duty of all......ccccvereene. cerenerinanns Creeesienanaees
To be frequent in ..cevveerrencennnes cecesnncnns cerreneane .
Communion with God ....ccceviuiieniriiernienneneeene .
Private and family ...... ceeerees cerreereaenines ceeeneennee

PusLicaTIONS. (See Books.)
Pusric-Housks, Caution against frequenting ............
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INDEX.
PAGE
PuBrLic WorsHIP. (See MEETINGS FOR PuBLic WOR-
SHIP.)
PuNcTuALITY in paying just debts necessary.....cc.eeeunns 118

ReapiNg. (See Books.)

REcoNCILIATION to be first sought by private conference 67

RECREATION needful to be taken .......ceeuevivinuinennnnnns . 111
(See AMUSEMENTS.)

REFORMATION not permanent independent of Christian

redemption ..c.cceceeriiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniienn, 116
RerorTs to disadvantage of others not to be repeated... 67
RESENTMENT incompatible with perfect love............... 69
REST, The trte ..cucececececeieeeieceecacncecescencnsesrnssseses 101

Needed even by the Christian worker.....c..c..euuunnt 103
RESURRECTION of the dead, Belief in the .......ccccvveens 8
RETIREMENT OF MIND. (See PRIVATE RETIREMENT.)

RicH, Danger of making haste t0 be ........cceevuurennnenes 119
RiIcHES, Deceitfulness of .....ccoceceveeviecncencicrecrenennee oo 126

(See BusINEsS, COVETOUSNESS.)
Rites AND CeErEMONIES, Worship does not consist in... 21
Of the Jewish law fulfilled by the death of Christ 23
On saving baptism and the true spiritual supper of
the Lord ..... Ceeerrerraiernttriisatisenisearierasananse 24
The Christian religion not typical but spiritual ... 25

ScEoOL MASTERS AND MIsTRESSES, Sympathy with...... 84

ScRIPTURES, THE HOLY eeuceerirnncrnnirnecnannnee cereeneennens 47f
Friends’ belief respecting ........cceeueeveaneens crerenanes 5
To be diligently searched ......... ..ecereuenees cereennens 47
Reverent esteem for and instruction in ........... 47
To be frequently read.....cccceeeereiiereeniicienineenneess, 48
Family instruction in, to be promoted by Monthly

and Quarterly Meetings........ccceeveenniiaannnnns 48
To be read in a devotional spirit ....ccoeeenereanennnenes 49
Prayer for Divine teaching of ................. creeeeans . 49
Bible Classes encouraged .......coceeeereiennvenianennes 50
To be devoutly studied ........cceeevrneens creerenaeiienes 51
Caution against unbelief respecting ........... creene 51
The Inspirer of, their true Interpreter ............... 52
To be devotionally read by the young daily ........ . 91

SELF-DENIAL, CHRISTIAN :—
In relation to simplicity and moderation ............ 104f
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176 INDEX.

. PAGE PAR.
SeLr-DENIAL, CHRISTIAN (conttnued)—

In relation to intoxicating beverages ......cc.cceuuues . 107/ Vv

' amusements and recreations ......... 110 if

” books and reading .....ceeeeerneernnenes 115 1f
ServanTs, Religious interest on behalf of ........c...c...... 130 1

Arrangements for their attending public worship... 182 6
(See MASTERS.)

Sick, Duty of visiting the «.ceuveennennnns ceerneeaes R b1 { 5
S1LENCE. (See PrivaTE RETIREMENT, MEETINGS.)

SivpLe HaBITS of living inculcated.............. 76 2
SIMPLICITY AND MODERATION......... veveeens crerreeenneeeeeans 104f If
SiNgULARITY not affected by early Friends .............. . 1086 6

Sravery and the Slave Trade, Christian testimony on  159f if
Abolition in British dominions, thankfulness for... 160 4f

Foreign, testimony against ........c.ccceeevnnies s 161 7
Their atrocity and guilt....cceeveeniiniiiiniiiniiniiannnans 162 8
Abolition in United States, thankfulness for........ . 163 9

» elsewhere, efforts needful to obtain ...... 163 10

SPEECH, Plainness of «.cccceviiinieiiieinciieienenninins ceeeenes 104 2

Seirrt, THE HovLy, His distinguishing work ........ cerenee 19

SpIRITUAL GIFTS. (See GIFTS.)

STEwARDsHIPS in the Church, Faithfulness in ........... . 59f 1f.
Motives to diligence in ......cceeeveeeeiiniencinnienns 60 2
Hindrances t0 ....cveeuiierniieniieniiniieniinne, creeenens 60 8
‘Whole-hearted dedication in fulﬁllmg .............. . 61 4

Suprer oF THE Lorp, The true spiritual ................ . 25

SureTysHIPS, Caution against ......cceceevenieiiiiiiinnnns oo 119 5

SuscepriBiLITY, Religious, importance of ....... N 106 6

SWEARING. (See OaTHS.)

TEACHERS, Sympathy With...ccccvveiiiiieiiiniiiiiiinnicinneen. 84 12

TEMPERANCE inculcated .....cccevveniiiiiinnnnnnnnen. ceereeanes 107f if
‘Workers encouraged ..........ue.. R 108 4
Christian self-denial the ground of .......ccccvvuniunens 108 5

(See DriNkING CuUSTOMS.)
TEeSTIMONIES. (See CHRISTIAN TESTIMONIES.)
THEATRE. (See AMUSEMENTS.)

TitEES, Testimony against .....cccevvenniinieiniiiiiinnnnnes 137F 2f
TitEE CoMMUTATION AcT, Judgment a8 to.....cuuveennnnes 140 6
TroueHTS, Hard, of others not to be indulged............ 71 10
TRADE. (See BusiNess.)

TRAVEL, Caution respecting ........ccccvuveeuiinniienniennnens 112 6

TRAVELLERS. (See CoMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS.)



INDEX.

TrutH AND SiMPLICITY in language habit and be-
RaVIOUE covvueiiniiiiieniiiiiicrcr e

Unity. (See Love.)
VisiTs to the sick encouraged ............ N

‘WartiNg oN THE Lorp. (See FamiLy, MEETINGS FOR
Pusric WorsHIP.)

‘WaLg witH Gob, a manifestation-of Christian Life ...

‘War, Christian testimony on ........ccccuveevineninninninnns
Incompatible with precepts of Christ.....c............
Christian precept in relation to, not impracticable
Encouragement to faithfulness in reference to......
Militia, against hiring substitutes in the ............ '
Loans in aid of, deprecated ..........ccoeuuvenieninnnnns
Ships of..eeveiiiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Caution against conveying soldiers .........cceeuveenees
Not to place dependence on armies or fleets.........
Spirit of, great promoter of war .......cccoeeruniinnnenn.
Rifle Clubs advised against .......ccccoeverrunivinnnnnene
Volunteer corps advised against ........c.ccovuuvenanns
Impossible to be waged on Christian principles ...
Military centres protested against ...........ccceeuuues
Christian testimony against, no cause for shame...

(See ARBITRATION, PEACE.)

‘WEeaALTH. (See RiCHES.)

WiLLs, Advice regarding .......cooeevvveniiriniienniianieennns .
To be made when in health and sound judgment...
Guardians to be appointed for Infants ...............
Elaborate provisions for remote contingencies to be

EEA T 1T S

‘Woman, The Christian, importance of her influence......

‘WomMEN encouraged to be present at funerals ............

‘Worp oF Gob, The, the true Light .......ccocevuunernnenes

‘WorrLp, The spirit of, testimony against ......c.cceevunens

The, love of, excluded by love to Christ............

Danger of yielding t0 .....cccvvviueiinieniirenierennaenns
The leaven of, danger of........c.cceevevuriernnncenennnnns
‘WoORLDLINESS a hindrance to faithfulness ...............
Indications of prevalent spirit of........cccoserriicenee.
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178 INDEX.

PAGE PAR.
‘WorLpLY CARE counteracted by love to Christ ......... 128 8
‘WORLDLY ENTANGLEMENTS, Danger of .cc..cceeevennenenns 120 10
‘Worsnrp. (See MEeTINGS FOR PusLic WoRsHIP.)

Young, The, to cherish a tender CONBCIENCE.vaeeeereeerens 84 11
To give themselves to the Lord ........c....ccuveeenes 90 1
Not to sacrifice duty to inclination..................... 91 2
To read Scripture devotionally......cceeveereeensennnns 91 3
To be possessors not professors only of Truth ... 91 4
To counsel others in early life........c..cccvruneenennnes 92 5
To respect the aged ..ceeevreeenirennnnnees ceeereennienens 92 (]
Sympathy with, in their temptations .cceeuueeneeenas 93 8
In large towns to be specially cared for ........... . 93 8
No victory without conflict ..e.ceevrrenrerneninnnnne. 94 9
Blessedness of Christ’s training and teaching ... 95 10
Bought with & price.....cceeeerienienruiininiiiniinnnnnns 95 11
As travellers to be cared for ..cccceevreceienieiinannns 130 4

(See GUARDIANS, PARENTS.)
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